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Amici Curiae Motion for Leave    1 

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Society 

for Maternal-Fetal Medicine, and other similar medical organizations 

(“Amici”) respectfully request the Court grant them leave to submit an 

amicus curiae brief in this matter, pursuant to Mont. R. App. P. 12(7). In 

support of their motion, Amici state as follows: 

I. Amici’s interest 

Amici are leading medical societies representing physicians and 

other medical professionals who serve patients in Montana and beyond. 

Collectively, these groups include hundreds of thousands of medical 

professionals. Among other things, Amici advocate for patients and 

practitioners, educate the public about reproductive health, and work to 

advance the ethical practice of medicine. 

Amici are interested in this matter because the resolution of the 

issue before the Court impacts the health and safety of Montanans and 

has the potential to significantly interfere with patient-physician 

relationships. Amici’s extensive collective experience uniquely situates 

them to discuss how the rule adopted by Defendant-Appellant Montana 

Department of Public Health and Human Services (“DPHHS”) at 

Montana Administrative Register Notice 37-1024 amending Mont. 
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Admin. R. 37.82.102 and 37.86.104 (“the Rule”), House Bill 544 

(“HB 544”), and House Bill 862 (“HB 862”) lack any medical justification 

and harm rural and low-income Montanans. 

II. Issue on which Amici wish to submit an amicus brief 

Amici wish to submit an amicus brief regarding the numerous 

negative impacts to patients and physicians that the Rule, HB 544, and 

HB 862 will produce. 

III. Reasons an amicus brief is desirable 

Patients, in consultation with their health care providers, should 

determine the appropriate course of their medical care based on medical 

evidence and the patient’s own individualized needs, medical history, and 

preferences. Amici are dedicated to ensuring access to the full spectrum 

of safe and appropriate health care, and work to preserve the patient-

physician relationship. Amici oppose the Rule, HB 544, and HB 862, as 

there is no medical justification for the legislation, and it threatens 

pregnant Montanans—both their physical well-being and their ability to 

make independent health decisions. 

The Rule, HB 544, and HB 862 will adversely impact Montana 

patients and physicians. An amicus brief from Amici will provide the 
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Court relevant background information related to the harmful medical 

impacts pregnant patients will face under the challenged legislation. 

Amici’s brief will also inform the Court about the ways the Rule, HB 544, 

and HB 862 undermine Montana physicians’ ability to effectively 

perform their jobs. 

IV. Party whose position Amici support 

Amici support the position of the Plaintiffs-Appellees/Cross-

Appellants, Planned Parenthood of Montana, All Families Healthcare, 

Blue Mountain Clinic, Samuel Dickman, M.D., and Helena Weems, 

APRN-FNP, on behalf of themselves and their patients. 

V. Parties’ positions regarding Amici’s participation 

The parties have been contacted regarding Amici’s participation as 

amicus. Defendants-Appellants/Cross-Appellees take no position on 

Amici’s participation, and Plaintiffs-Appellees/Cross-Appellants do not 

object to Amici’s participation. 

VI. Date Amici’s brief can be filed 

If this motion is granted, Amici propose to file their amicus brief on 

Friday, January 30, 2026. However, Amici will conform to any schedule 

set by the Court. 
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Respectfully submitted this 29th day of January, 2026. 

_/s/ K.N. McCleary___ 
K.N. McCleary 
MT Bar No. 14557 

 
Molly E. Danahy 
MT Bar No. 68806910 
Upper Seven Law 
 
Minh Nguyen-Dang* 
Mayer Brown LLP 

 
Attorneys for Proposed Amici Curiae 
*Pro hac vice application forthcoming  
 

 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, K.N. McCleary, hereby certify that I have served true and accurate copies of the foregoing 
Motion - Amicus to the following on 01-29-2026:

Alexander H. Rate (Attorney)
P.O. Box 1968
Missoula MT 59806
Representing: All Families Healthcare, Blue Mountain Clinic, Helen Weems
Service Method: eService

Erin M. Erickson (Attorney)
283 W. Front St. Suite 201
PO Box 7729
Missoula MT 59807
Representing: All Families Healthcare, Blue Mountain Clinic, Helen Weems
Service Method: eService

Michael D. Russell (Govt Attorney)
215 N Sanders
Helena MT 59620
Representing: Charlie Brereton, Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services, State of 
Montana
Service Method: eService

Thane P. Johnson (Govt Attorney)
215 N SANDERS ST
P.O. Box 201401
HELENA MT 59620-1401
Representing: Charlie Brereton, Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services, State of 
Montana
Service Method: eService

Michael Noonan (Govt Attorney)
215 N SANDERS ST
HELENA MT 59601-4522
Representing: Charlie Brereton, Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services, State of 
Montana
Service Method: eService

Raphael Jeffrey Carlisle Graybill (Attorney)



300 4th Street North
PO Box 3586
Great Falls MT 59403
Representing: Samuel Dickman, M.D., Planned Parenthood of Montana
Service Method: eService

Tanis M. Holm (Attorney)
310 Grand Ave.
Billings MT 59101
Representing: Samuel Dickman, M.D., Planned Parenthood of Montana
Service Method: eService

Peter Im (Attorney)
1110 Vermont Avenue, NW, Suite 300
WASHINGTON DC 20005
Representing: Samuel Dickman, M.D., Planned Parenthood of Montana
Service Method: eService

Dylan Cowit (Attorney)
123 William St.
9th Floor
New York NY 10038
Representing: Samuel Dickman, M.D., Planned Parenthood of Montana
Service Method: eService

Hillary Anne Schneller (Attorney)
Center for Reproductive Rights
199 Water Street
22nd Floor
New York NY 10038
Representing: All Families Healthcare, Blue Mountain Clinic, Helen Weems
Service Method: eService

George Carlo Lempke Clark (Govt Attorney)
215 N SANDERS ST
HELENA MT 59601-4522
Representing: Charlie Brereton, Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services, State of 
Montana
Service Method: eService

Lindsay Beck (Attorney)
2000 S. 3rd Ave., Unit A
Bozeman MT 59715
Representing: National Association of Nurse Practitioners in Women's Health, American College of 
Nurse-Midwives, American Academy of Physician Associates, Association of Physician Associates in 
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Service Method: eService

Caitlin Boland Aarab (Attorney)



18 6th Street N
Suite 200
Great Falls MT 59401
Representing: National Health Law Program
Service Method: eService

Nicolas Kabat (Attorney)
199 Water Street
22nd Floor
New York NY 10038
Representing: All Families Healthcare, Blue Mountain Clinic, Helen Weems
Service Method: Conventional

Alexandra Willingham (Attorney)
199 Water Street
22nd Floor
New York NY 10038
Representing: All Families Healthcare, Blue Mountain Clinic, Helen Weems
Service Method: Conventional

Jonathan K. Youngwood (Attorney)
425 Lexington Ave
New York NY 10017
Representing: National Association of Nurse Practitioners in Women's Health, American College of 
Nurse-Midwives, American Academy of Physician Associates, Association of Physician Associates in 
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Service Method: Conventional

Simona Strauss (Attorney)
2475 Hanover Street
Palo Alto CA 94304
Representing: National Association of Nurse Practitioners in Women's Health, American College of 
Nurse-Midwives, American Academy of Physician Associates, Association of Physician Associates in 
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Service Method: Conventional

 
 Electronically Signed By: K.N. McCleary

Dated: 01-29-2026


