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E. Lars Phillips 
CROWLEY FLECK PLLP 
1915 South 19th Ave 
Bozeman, MT 59718 
Helena, MT 59624-0797  
Telephone: (406) 522-4509 
lphillips@crowleyfleck.com 
 
Toby Cook  
Larry Mansch 
SNYDER BEAUDRY & COOK, P.C. 
PO Box 717 
Bigfork, MT  59911 
(406) 837-4383 
toby@bigforklaw.com 
larry@bigforklaw.com  
 
Attorneys for Defendant and Appellant 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 

Cause No. DA 24-0732 

 
KATIE IRENE GARDING,  
 
                        Defendant and 

Appellant,  
 
v.  
 
STATE OF MONTANA, 
 
                        Plaintiff and Appellee. 
 

 
 
 
 
APPELLANT’S UNOPPOSED 
SECOND MOTION FOR 
EXTENSION OF TIME  
 

Appellant moves this Court for a second extension of time to file her 

opening brief. Mont. R. App. P. 26(2). Appellant’s opening brief was first due on 

02/21/2025
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January 29, 2025. Appellant was granted a 30-day extension of time to file her 

opening brief on January 8, 2025. Appellant’s opening brief is currently due 

February 28, 2025. Appellant respectfully requests a 30-day extension of time to 

file and serve her opening brief on or before March 28, 2025. Pursuant to Mont. R. 

App. P. 26(2), this request is supported by the attached Declaration of E. Lars 

Phillips.  

The undersigned is working diligently on this matter. However, this appeal 

presents complicated and unique issues, as well as matters of first impression, and 

arises from an extensive record spanning roughly fifteen years. For these reasons, 

the undersigned has a substantial need for the requested extension to present these 

issues fully and fairly for this Court’s consideration.  

Counsel for Appellant has contacted counsel for the State, who does not 

object to this request. Pursuant to Mont. R. App. P. 10(5), Appellant has presented 

a proposed order for the Court’s consideration.  

DATED this 21st day of February, 2025. 

 
CROWLEY FLECK PLLP 

By s/ E. Lars Phillips                  
E. Lars Phillips 

Counsel for Garding 
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Declaration of E. Lars Phillips 

1. I am attorney representing Appellant Katie Irene Garding. I have primary 

responsibility to draft the opening brief in this matter.  

2. The opening brief is current due February 28, 2025.  

3. The opening brief was originally due January 29, 2025. That deadline was 

extended by Order of this Court dated January 8, 2025, after Appellant moved for a 

30-day extension pursuant to Mont. R. App. P. 26(1).  

4. Pursuant to Mont. R. App. P. 26(2), Appellant moves this Court for an 

extension of 30 days, so that the opening brief will be due on March 28, 2025.  

5. I have been diligently working on the opening brief. In my view, this appeal 

presents complicated and unique issues, as well as matters of first impression, 

arising from an extensive record spanning roughly fifteen years. As a result, this 

extension is necessary to fully and fairly present these issues to this Court. For 

these reasons, I have a substantial need for an extension.  

6. Counsel for Appellee was contacted and does not oppose this motion.  

 

Pursuant to § 1–6–105(1), MCA, I declare under penalty of perjury that the 

foregoing is true and correct.  

 
February 21, 2025 in Bozeman, MT   /s E. Lars Phillips   
Date and Place      E. Lars Phillips 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, E. Lars Phillips, hereby certify that I have served true and accurate copies of the foregoing 
Motion - Unopposed to the following on 02-21-2025:

Larry D. Mansch (Attorney)
Snyder, Beaudry & Cook, PC
111 N. Higgins Ave
Suite 204.01
Missoula MT 59802
Representing: Katie Irene Garding
Service Method: eService

Tobias Joel Cook (Attorney)
PO Box 717
Bigfork MT 59901
Representing: Katie Irene Garding
Service Method: eService

Matthew C. Jennings (Govt Attorney)
200 W. Broadway
Missoula MT 59802
Representing: State of Montana
Service Method: eService

Roy Lindsay Brown (Govt Attorney)
Appellate Services Bureau
Attorney General's Office
215 N Sanders St
P.O. Box 201401
Helena MT 59601
Representing: State of Montana
Service Method: eService

Brad Fjeldheim (Govt Attorney)
215 N. Sanders
PO Box 201401
Helena MT 59620-1401
Service Method: eService
E-mail Address: Brad.Fjeldheim@mt.gov



 
 Electronically Signed By: E. Lars Phillips

Dated: 02-21-2025


