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Pursuant to Mont. R. App. 12(6), Respondent Attorney General
Austin Knudsen submits the notice of supplemental authority in support
of his objections to the Commission on Practice’s October 23, 2024,
Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Recommendation. Respondent
respectfully directs this Court to a February 14, 2025, decision by the
Texas Supreme Court in Paxton v. Comm'n for Law. Discipline, No. 24-
0452, 2025 Tex. LEXIS 121 (Feb. 14, 2025) (per curiam).

As discussed in Respondent’s briefing, Paxton is the companion case
to the Texas Supreme Court’s decision in Webster v. Comm’n for Law.
Disc., 2024 WL 5249494 (Tex. Dec. 31, 2024), which held that the Texas
Commission on Lawyer Discipline’s prosecution of the First Assistant
Attorney General was barred by the separation of powers. Objs. at 60-
62; Reply at 22-26. Webster reached the Texas Supreme Court first, so
the Attorney General’s petition for review in Paxton was pending when
Webster was decided. Following Webster, the Texas Commission on
Lawyer Discipline moved to dismiss the case against Attorney General
Paxton on January 22, 2025. Paxton, 2025 Tex. LEXIS 121, at *1 (“In
light of our decision in Webster, the Commission has nonsuited its lawsuit

and now moves to dismiss the Attorney General’s petition for review as



moot.”). The Texas Supreme Court obliged, dismissing the appeal as
moot and vacating the lower court’s decision on February 14. Paxton,
2025 Tex. LEXIS 121, at *3.

This notice of supplemental authority is necessary because the
Office of Disciplinary Counsel claimed in its Response on January 24,
2025, that the Texas Court of Appeals’ decision in Paxton had not been
reversed by the Texas Supreme Court. ODC Resp. at 80 (“First,
according to Westlaw, Paxton, supra, which is a Texas Supreme Court
decision, has not been reversed.”). Respondent’s Reply pointed out that
because Webster and Paxton raised identical legal issues, “the Texas
disciplinary commission acknowledged that Webster effectively reversed
Paxton and consented to dismiss Paxton with prejudice, see Mot. to
Dismiss, Paxton v. Comm’n for Law. Discipline, No. 24-0452 (Tex. Jan.
22, 2025).” Reply at 25. The Texas Supreme Court confirmed this on
February 14 with its decision in Paxton.
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