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STATE OF MONTANA )

. 88.

County of Yellowstone )

The Affiant, after first being duly sworn upon her oath deposes and states as

follows:

L.

6.

My name is Lisa Strecker and I am the Petitioner/Appellee concerning
the above-referenced matter. I provide this affidavit pursuant to Rule
22(2)(b)(ii), M.R.App.

The District Court, in its Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and
Decree, awarded me the real property identified in Exhibit 1 (Hoskins
Property) and all of the marital real property interests in the W & S
Partnership which is identified in Exhibit 2.

The Court also awarded me the Mary Street property which I currently
possess.

The real property known as the Hoskins property identified in Exhibit
1 is farm/ranch property which is currently being occupied by the
Respondent/Appellant, Brad Strecker.

[ fear that Brad will damage the Hoskins property. Specifically, the
house; outbuildings; and farm and grazing land.

To the extent this Court affirms the District Court, I need to make
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planting decisions concerning this real property and I also need to
ensure that Brad will not damage the property.

7. Brad, in the past, has improperly taken all income from the property
which I fear he is still doing. As recent as February 7, 2024, the District
Court ordered Brad to deposit money with the District Court.

8. [ am 62 years old and am completely reliant upon all assets awarded to
me in this dissolution proceeding.

9. [ need to make sure that my property interests are adequately protected
and the only way I can do so is to be in possession of the real property
or have an adequate, reliable bond in place. Asindicated in the District
Court’s Findings and as indicated in Appellee’s requested relief, the
value of the Hoskins property awarded to me and where Brad currently
resides is at least $3 million.

10. Tamin not in a position to allow Brad to unlawfully possess and profit
from the real property set over to me.

1. I donot trust the previously proffered surety provided by Brad.

12. Betty Strecker is Brad’s mother. It appears that Betty Strecker no longer
lives at 4345 Powmer Road but instead is residing in an assisted facility.

Based upon Betty’s testimony at the District Court trial (see, Exhibit 3),
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[ believe a question exists as to whether she has the mental competency
to enter such an agreement.

13. Mike McGrew has not identified any assets that he has nor has he
provided me any proof of his financial condition. At trial, Brad testified
that Mr. McGrew was thousands of dollars in arrears on his rent for the
home where he resided which is located on the Powmer property and
that Mr. McGrew was going through a tough time (divorce, alcoholism,
and has issues). See, Exhibit 4.

14.  1do not waive the bond requirements.

15.  Accordingly, I respectfully request that the Court deny Appellant’s
requested relief.

//
//

//
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Affiant sayeth further naught.

DATED this /#/ day of February, 2024.

s Pl jﬁ\j;o%w

Lisa Marie Strecker

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this 4% day of February, 2024,
by Lisa Marie Strecker.

EILEEN ZILER
O\ NOTARY PUBLIC for the i
] lg State of Montana /| //}

*| Residing at Bilings, Montana

My Commission Expires Signature of %tarﬁublic
May 27, 2025
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have filed a true and accurate copy of the foregoing
Affidavit of Lisa Strecker with the Clerk of the Montana Supreme Court and that I
have served true and accurate copies of the foregoing upon each attorney of record
in the above-referenced District Court action as follows:

Kevin T. Sweeney
1601 Lewis Avenue, Suite 109
Billings, MT 59102

kevintsweeeney(@hotmail.com

DATED this A#A day of February, 2024.

ek it/

For PARKER, HEfTZ & COSGROVE, PLLC
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BETTY STRECKER,

ify to

the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the Etgth;

cestaified on her gath as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. SWEENEY:
g. Ms. Strecksr, goocd afternoon.
AL Hi.
o As you may know, I'm Kevin Sweeney, and

-0 il " e e i ] - .
1'm nere today helping Brad in chis divorce case,
- Wyt b aees o ~ T 1 = = - :

and you've been called to testify as a witness.
ot [ | - - - e | -

leil me your relationsnip tec Brad.

o+
[
3
=
4]
E
i
b
4]
o]

Q. How 1d atre you
I Ninety—-two, in four months I will be

ninety-threase.

0 When?

A Four months.

Q. Where do you reside?

A. 4345 Powmer Road.

|2 In Huntley

O, L Shepherd, Montana

48 Shepherd, Mcontana, thank you. Are you a
Widow?
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A. Yes.

Q. Who is your deceassd husband?

A. Pardon?

Q. Who is your deceased husband?

A. Ray Strecker -- John Ray Strecker.

Q. Betty, there has been suggested -- in a

propesed Exhibit K, Your Honor =-- that this document
is something that you've prepared; do you recognize
your stamp at the bottom of that document, Betty?

A, Yes, 1 do.

a. Did you and I meet in my office last
Thursday afterncon and go through this document in
detail?

A. Yes.,

Q. Have you had an opportunity to review this
document?

A. Yes,

Q. Did I give you a cocpy of it, indeed a copy
of it blown up so it was easier for you to read with
or without glasses?

A. Yex,

Q. Is all of the information that is set
forth in proposed Exhibit K vour statements to the
Court?

A. Pardon?
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Q. Is the information set forth in that
document in your hands your statements to the Court,

your honest statements to the Court?

A. I'm sorry, I did not understand you.

Q. Okay. I will say it again.

A. Okay.

Q. Do you see Exhibit K, the document in your
hand -- the material in your hands, Betty?

A, Yeah.

Q. Did you prepare that?

A, e,

Q. And is all the informaticn in that

document true and accurate, correct information that
you wanted to get to the court?
A. Yes.

MR. SWEENEY: Your Honor, I move the
introduction of K,

MR. HEITZ: I object, but I know we've
been allowing statements, I will need to
cross—exXamine on this one, Your Honor.

THE CQURT: Understoocd. K is admitted.

BY MR SWEENEY
8] Ms. Strecker, how many children do you
have?
A Twad
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s Brad, and who?
A. My daughter, Barbara Ann.
Q. Is it fair to say, Betty, that this plan

that you and your husband, John Ray Strecker, put
into place for transferring property was part of
your plan -- you and your husband -- for your estate

planning?

A. Could you repeat that --

Q. Certainly,

A. == & Little louder?

Q. I'm sorry, what I will do is I will use
the microphone system. Betty, when you and you're

husband decided tec transfer property to your son and
his wife, Lisa, was this part of your plan for
passing wealth -- you and your husband -- after
yaou're dead?

A. Yes.

Q. And you've mace similar arrangements with
your daughter and been generous to her, too?

A Well, I wculd assume, yes.

Q. It's been mentioned that when you and your
husband entered into this transaction to sell the
Hoskins and Powmer properties to your son and to his
wife that you had in your possession an evaluation

of the property done by a gentleman named Bob Drake;
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are you familiar with that evaluation?

Q. If I show that evaluation document to you,

would you recognize it?

A, I don't think seo.
Q. Oxay.
MR. SWEENEY: Ycur Honor, I have no other

questions for Ms. Strecker.
THE COURT: Thank you. Mr. Heitz?
MR. HEITZ: Thank you, Your Honor.
CRCSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. HEITZ:

Q. Hi, Betty. My name is Casey Heitz. How
are you?

A. Fine,

Q. So you are geoing to be how old; 937

AL Ninety-three in four months.

Q

Q. All right. So do you require any
assistance at your house now?
A. Did I have what?

Q. De you reguire any additional assistance
at your house 1in order toc live there?

A, Just to go ge: groceries and do
appointments, the rest I do -- I do my own cooking,

my own cleaning, I raise a very small garden, but
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it's big enough for an old lady.
Q. Very good. Did Lisa, when she was put
there, did she used to garden on the place that she

resided?

A. Very, very little.

Q. Okay. Do you remember canning food with
Lisa?

A. Any what?

O Do you rememper canning food from the

garden with Lisa?
A, Maybe when they were first married, but

not wvery much.

Q. Do you have any memory issues?

A. Pardon?

Q. Do you have any memory issues?

A. Yes, I do. At 90-some, yes, you would.

Q. I'm 52, and I question my memory sometimes

so I hear you, you're doing well, but you will
acknowledge you have some memory issues?
A. Yes.

Q. Now, Exhibit K, you didn't type that up,

did you?
A, What was Exhibit K?
Q. Exhibit K -- do you remember testifving

about Exhibit K a few minutes ago?
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Al No.
Q. You don't? Okay. So is it fair to say
your prior testimony maybe -- you don't recall that

A. I don't know what you are referring to.
THE CQURT: atep, sir.
MR. STRECKER: 1I'm sorry.
BY MR. HEITZ:
Q. Do you remember testifying about a

document titled Exhibit K?

A. Do 1 remember testifying about what?

Q. A document that was provided to you
identified as Exhibit ¥.

A. No.

MR. HEITZ: No further questions, Your
Honor.
THE CQURT: Mr. Sweeney?
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. SWEENEY:
Q. Ms. Strecker, the document you have in
your possession, the document that you have in your

hands --

Q. --— that is Exhibit K.

A. Well, I remember this, yes.
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And did you help prepare that document?

Yes.

And did you and I go over that document

line by line in my office last Thursday afternoon?

A,

o

.

Yes.

Did you confirm to me that, yes, indeed

this document is all truese and correct information

for the Judge?

A.

now, Your

BY MR.
Q.
Exhibit K

A.

A,

Q.

identified for the record,

Yes,

MR. HEITZ: I have a few more guestions
Honorx.

THE COURT: Go ahead.

RECROSS-EXAMINATION

HEITZ:

So are we on the same page as to what

-

S

[ pel

On the same pzsge what?

What is Exhibit K?

What?

The document in your hand --

Yes,

== that's Exhibit K —= it's been

and we have to refer to
designation for the court record and for

reporter, so what is that thing in your
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hand?
A. What is what in my hand?
Q. Yeah, can you identify what it is?
A. I don't understand you.
Q. Okay. Well, you're holding something in

your right hand: correct?

A. Yes.

Q. What is it?

A, It's a statement or document that we put
together.

Q. Did you type 1it?

A, No, I did not.

Q. Okay. When did you put it together?

A. Pardon?

0. When did you put it together?

A. Well, I assume at his cffice.

Q. Do you remember the date that you put it
together?

A, No. Would you remember it?

Q. I might.

A. Yeah, well, I might, too, if I...

Q. Do you have any idea when you pﬁt it
together, like a year oz & month?

A. Ne, T don't. And if you can remember it,

you've got a good memory.
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of you, you

Q.

Take a look at Exhibit K that's in front
're holding it in your hand.

What did you say?

Could you look at the document that you

are holding in your right hand?

A.

Q.

a,
of print.

0.

A.

Q.

A,

Q.
occurred?

A.

Did I look at it?

Could you look at it now?
Yeah, but I can't read it, it's too small
Did you sign it?

Yes,

Is signature on the left

r
o=
[W1]
rr
<
(]
b
sy

Yas

But ycu just don't remember when that

No .

THE COURT: Would it help if she was

wearing her glasses?

read it,

the print is just too small.

THE WITNESS: No, it weuldn't. I gan't

They blew it

up last week so I could read it, but this here is

way Too sm

BY MR.

Q.

all,

HEITZ:

So is it fair to say you don't know

whether the items that are contained in Exhibit K
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are true and accurate because you can't read it?

AL Well, I assume that you aren't giving me

Q. I didn't give it to you,
A, Se whoever did.
Q. But just for the record just so it's

=}

clear, you're neot in a position toeday to read
Exhibit K and determine whether thoase are truthful

statements; correct?

A, Correct.
Q. And you don't remember when this document

was prepared?

MR. SWEENEY: Ycur Honor, this has been

THE COQURT: Gc ahead, Mr. Heitz. We know
she doesn't know when; she did say, "We put it
together.”

BY MR. HEITZ:

Q. Who is "we"?
A. What did she say?
Q. My gquestion is who is "we" that put it

A. Who is what?
Q. You've identified a person -- when

referring to the exhibit that's in your hand, you
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said, "We put it together", who 1s the "we" that put

it together?

AL Well, I assume him and my son.

Q. But you didn't participate in that?

A. Well, sure, I did, I signed it.

Q. Okay. But you think Kevin and Brad put it
together?

A. With me there.

Q. Okay, Do you dispute that Brad and Lisa

bought the Powm

i}

r property and the Hoskins property
from you and your husband?

A. What did you say? You fade out on the
end.

22 Serry, I will try this: Do you agree that
Brad and Lisa bought the Powmer property and the
Hoskins property from yocu and your husband?

A. Yes.

0. And when they did that, everything was
done with your approval and your husband's approval;

correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And that's been paid for; correct?
A, And what?

Q. And it's been paid for; correct?

A. It was paid for, did you say?




12
13
14
1§
16
17
18

19

Page 260

Q. Yeah, did they pay for it?
A. Ceuld you repeat the whole statement?
Q. Sure. You're not the only one that tells

A, Well, then do it.

Q. I1'1l try. Dc you agree that Brad and Lisa

paid you and your husband for the Powmer property

and the Hoskins property?

A. Yes.

0. 3¢ you got that money?
A, Yes.

Q. All right. We are good.

there was

some guestions about estate planning from Kevin --

A, Start over.

Q. Earlier you testified about some estate

planning; dec you remember that testimony today?

A, Yes.

Q. Who was your estate consultant?
A. Pardon?

Q. Did you have a tax attorney Oor an

accecuntant consulting yeu?

A A tax accountant or an attorney?
Q. Yes. Jid they provide tax advice to you?
A. Tax attorney -- would you repeat 1it?

Q. Sure. How about this: Who did you
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consult with respect to the tax planning you

testified to earlier?

A Kelly Donovan or Beb Drake.

0. Who is Bob Draxe?

A. He was a real estate man. He has passed
away.

Q. He didn't provide any tax advice to you,
did he?

A, What?

Q. He did not provide any tax or estate

planning advice to you, did he?

A, No.

Q. Now, in Exhibit K, you say that it was
decided that some transfers were going to be made to
your s¢n -- that document that you're holding in

ansfers were made to

H

yvour hand, you realize thsse t

both Brad and Lisa; correct?
A, Yes.
Q. And you signed off on that; correct?
A, Yes.
MR. HEITZ: That's all I have, Your Honor.
MR. SWEENEY: No further direct
examination, Your Honor, May this witness be
excused?

THE COURT: Definitely. Thank you.
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THE WITNESS: Yes.
THE COURT:

the money?

And then you had to give him

THE WITNESS: There you go. Thank you.
THE COURT: What was the name of the
people?
THE WITNESS: Schroeder Michael.
BY MR. SWEENEY:
Q. Those are the pecople that have been
leasing yocur property?
A. Again, yes, it's very confusing, but they

are the pecple that lease our farm, but now they

also operate a feedlot so hence I deo this haying on

the side, and they purchase the hay -- not all of
.

Q. With relation to the inguiry by Mr. Heitz
with regard toc rental income from a tenant on the

Powmer property --
A, Yes,
Q. -— do you recall that testimony,

Mr. Strecker?

aA. Yes,
. Is that -- who 1s that tenant?
A. I think 1it's Mike McGraw, we are

referencing.
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Q. And is Mr. McGraw current in making his

rent payments?

A. N6, no, I'm soerry, no
Q. Is he thousands of dollars behind?
A. Yes.

THE COURT: Why don't you kick him ocut?

3
e o]

E WITNESS: 4is dad came to me -- I was

h

more friends with his dad -- well, I was -- I am a

n

friend of his dad's, and he came to me when he found
out that the little house that we used to utilize on
the trust farm for hired help was vacant, and he was
going through a tough time with a divorce,
alcoholism --

BY MR. SWEENEY:

Q. And you extended a helping hand at the

time?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. Because he was the son of a friend of
yours?

A. Yes. And he's actually a nice guy, he

just has some issues.

Q. When this gentleman paid rent, did you
report that to Janelle at Eide Bailey?

I Yes, it should be in the -- well, I think

there's =-- I don't remember how it's categorized,
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but it's in there.

Q. As rental income?
A. There you go, yeah.
Q. And that's why there's a number in excess

of the Schroeder Michael number?

A, Yeah, it's goiag te be a number game, I'm
sure,

Q. In your view, Mr. Strecker, did you give
Ms. Schmitz information and access to all the
records that she would need in order to do an
assessment of the joint income you received from the
farm in 20227

A. Yes. When that first got started, it was
phone calls -- can you bring me this, can you bring
me that --— and I was too busy, I said we've got to
find an alternate thing, I gave her -- I guess it's
considered online, is that what you do -- she had
access to every account that I had without -- and
there was a password so I take it that's online, she
had access to every account I have, help yourself.

Q. I think I've heard, "Look, but don't
touch", kind of information and access to all of the
accounts?

A. Yes, and I was actually -- I should be a

little bit more up to speed on technelogy, but I was
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Q. You think the check may have only been
around 90,000; right?
A, I hate to commit to that number because I

don't know off the top of my head.

Q. Very good.

A. I will tell you what it is, it is what it
15.

Q. And you don't know?

A, No.

Q. Very good. Why didn't you disclose to

Lisa that you obtained a PPP locan in the amount of

$28,0837
A. Because with what's going on with this, we
really weren't talking anymore, and I didn't -- from

a2 business standpoint, it was presented to me --

Q. That's fine.
a. Okay. And I did it.
Q. Okay. And the only reason you didn't

disclose it to lisa is because you weren't talking?

A, Yeah, pretty nmuch.

Q. How long has Mike McGraw been in the house
next to your mother's house on Powmer?

a. Two =-- ch, no, I'm terrible with time,
she's been gone two -- oh, she was moving in -- when

she was moving out, he was moving in -- "20.
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0. How much rent has he paid?

Al Supposed to pay or does pay?

Q. Has paid.

A Has paid? On, he's so far behind, his

rent is 600 a month, plus utilities.

Q. Did he pay all of his rent in 202072
A No
Q. Did you report that -- did he pay any of

it in 20207

A. Yeah, he paid scome.

Qs Did you report it?

a. Yeah, it should be in the taxes under --
with Janelle -- miscellaneous -- I don't know what

category she put it in.

Q. Would wvou take a look at Exhibit Q7
A. What?
Q. I will hand you what's been marked as

Exhibit Q, would you lock at Exhibit Q2

E 2?

a. g

A I don't have ¢.

Q. It's the taxes, I believe it should be up

there, Brad.

THE COQURT: I'm sorry, I have it.
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BY MR. HEITZ:

. Is Exhibit Q the 2020 taxes?
A, 2021.
Q. How about 2020, wasn't that admitted?

MBR. SWEENEY: Yes, that's R.
BY MR. HEITZ:

Q. I would like you tec take a look at Exhibit
R, please, that's your 2020 taxes; are you familiar
with your tax return to show whether or not any
income was reported from Mr. McGraw?

A. No.

Q. Okay. I don't kxnow that I am eitherx
because I see a bunch of income, but I don't know
how it's allocated. When did he stop paying rent?

A, Oh, he's a typical renter, did it one
month, skipped two, get a menth, no different than
anybody else --

THE COURT: That is not fair.
THE WITNESS: That's not true, that's not
true, I shouldn't have said that about him.

BY MR. HEITZ:

Q- When did he stop paving rent?
AL When did he stop?
Q. Yeah.

A. He didn't completely stop, he has to take
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a month off here and there.

Q. Is it fair to say that he's supposed to
pay $12,000 total for the years 2021 and 20227 1Is
it 500 a month?

A, Yes.

THE COURT: That is not what you just
said,.
THE WITNESS: No, 600 a month -- 600, plus

utilities,

Q. 30 he pays 600, plus utilities, and are
you the one responsible for ceollecting that?

A. Yes.

Qs And as you sit here today, can you
identify how much he is in arrears?

A. Five months.

Q. S¢o January, February and March of this

year, roughly, and then the two prior months in

20227

A. Without knowing cffhand, he's five months
behind -- 1is it from two months last year and three
months this year -- are they added together,
combined -- he's five months behind.

Q. Sc that amounts to 3,000; is he paying

utilities?
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A Yes,
Q. Se he's timely paying utilities, just not

the $600 per month amounz?

A. No.

Q. S0 there's a 53,000 acceocunt receivable?
A. At least, yes.

Q. Will you turn tc Page 15, there's "Billy

Michael additicnal payments regarding hay and

machinery use",

A. What page?

Q. It's at Page 3 cf Paragraph 5D?

A Okay.

Q. Do you agree that Billy Michael paid

$5,445.12 on August 24, 20217

A. The date seems odd because we usually
settled -- and the other twe are December, I don't
know why that would be in the month of B.

Q, Okay. That could be a typo, but that
amount is accurate; correct?

A, What did Billy pay me that much money in
August for?

Q. Well, what additional items did you
provide to Billy cther than just the lease of the
two places?

A. Sugar beet hauling.
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