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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF MONTANA 

 
Case No. DA 23-0575 

 
RIKKI HELD, et al., 
  
  Plaintiffs and Appellees,  
 
 v. 
 
THE STATE OF MONTANA, et al., 
   
  Defendants and Appellants. 
 

Appeal from the Montana First Judicial Court 
Lewis and Clark County 

The Honorable Kathy Seeley, Presiding 
Court Cause No. CDV 2020-307 

 
[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING THE OFFICERS OF THE LEGISLATURE’S 

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE BRIEF OF AMICUS CURIAE  
 

  

Abby J. Moscatel  
State Bar No. 66245187 
BLACKTAIL LAW GROUP, PLLC 
1205 S. Main St., Suite #334 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
Telephone: (406) 318-7223 
amoscatel@blacktaillaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Amici Applicants: Montana Senate President as Officer of the Legislature and The 
Speaker of the Montana House of Representatives as Officer of the Legislature.  
  

02/05/2024
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The Court has considered the Motion for Leave to File Brief of Amicus Curiae of Montana 

Senate President as Officer of the Legislature and The Speaker of the Montana House of 

Representatives as Officer of the Legislature ("The Officers of the Legislature"), and good cause 

appearing therefore,  

 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Motion is GRANTED. 

  The Officers of the Legislature’s Amicus Brief shall be due ten (10) days after 

Appellants file their Opening Brief. 

  Dated this __ day of February, 2024. 

        
For the Court,  

       ____________________ 
        

Justice 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Abby Moscatel, hereby certify that on Feb. 5th, 2024, I served upon the following a true and 
correct copy of the foregoing by depositing said copy in the U.S. mail, postage prepaid, and by electronic 
mail addressed as follows: 
 
 
Nathan Bellinger (Attorney)  
1216 Lincoln St 
Eugene OR 97401 
Representing: Badge B., Lander B., Lilian D., Ruby D., Georgianna Fischer, Kathryn Grace 
Gibson- Snyder, Rikki Held, Taleah Hernandez, Jeffrey K., Mika K., Nathaniel K., Eva L., 
Sariel Sandoval, Kian T., Olivia Vesovich, Claire Vlases 
Service Method: eService 
 
Andrea K. Rodgers (Attorney)  
3026 NW Esplanade 
Seattle WA 98117 
Representing: Badge B., Lander B., Lilian D., Ruby D., Georgianna Fischer, Kathryn Grace 
Gibson- Snyder, Rikki Held, Taleah Hernandez, Jeffrey K., Mika K., Nathaniel K., Eva L., 
Sariel Sandoval, Kian T., Olivia Vesovich, Claire Vlases 
Service Method: eService 
 
Roger M. Sullivan (Attorney)  
345 1st Avenue E 
Kalispell MT 59901 
Representing: Badge B., Lander B., Lilian D., Ruby D., Georgianna Fischer, Kathryn Grace 
Gibson- Snyder, Rikki Held, Taleah Hernandez, Jeffrey K., Mika K., Nathaniel K., Eva L., 
Sariel Sandoval, Kian T., Olivia Vesovich, Claire Vlases 
Service Method: eService 
 
Melissa Anne Hornbein (Attorney)  
103 Reeder's Alley 
Helena MT 59601 
Representing: Badge B., Lander B., Lilian D., Ruby D., Georgianna Fischer, Kathryn Grace 
Gibson- Snyder, Rikki Held, Taleah Hernandez, Jeffrey K., Mika K., Nathaniel K., Eva L., 
Sariel Sandoval, Kian T., Olivia Vesovich, Claire Vlases 
Service Method: eService 
 
Philip L. Gregory (Attorney)  
1250 Godetia Drive 
Woodside CA 94062 
Representing: Badge B., Lander B., Lilian D., Ruby D., Georgianna Fischer, Kathryn Grace 
Gibson- Snyder, Rikki Held, Taleah Hernandez, Jeffrey K., Mika K., Nathaniel K., Eva L., 
Sariel Sandoval, Kian T., Olivia Vesovich, Claire Vlases 
Service Method: eService 
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Barbara L Chillcott (Attorney) 
103 Reeder's Alley 
Helena MT 59601 
Representing: Badge B., Lander B., Lilian D., Ruby D., Georgianna Fischer, Kathryn Grace 
Gibson- Snyder, Rikki Held, Taleah Hernandez, Jeffrey K., Mika K., Nathaniel K., Eva L., 
Sariel Sandoval, Kian T., Olivia Vesovich, Claire Vlases 
Service Method: eService 
 
Dustin Alan Richard Leftridge (Attorney)  
345 First Avenue East 
Montana 
Kalispell MT 59901 
Representing: Badge B., Lander B., Lilian D., Ruby D., Georgianna Fischer, Kathryn Grace 
Gibson- Snyder, Rikki Held, Taleah Hernandez, Jeffrey K., Mika K., Nathaniel K., Eva L., 
Sariel Sandoval, Kian T., Olivia Vesovich, Claire Vlases 
Service Method: eService 
 
Michael D. Russell (Govt Attorney)  
215 N Sanders 
Helena MT 59620 
Representing: Greg Gianforte, MT Dept Environmental Quality, Department of Natural 
Resources, Billings Regional Office, MT Dept of Transportation, State of Montana 
Service Method: eService 
 
Mark L. Stermitz (Attorney)  
304 South 4th St. East 
Suite 100 
Missoula MT 59801 
Representing: Greg Gianforte, MT Dept Environmental Quality, Department of Natural 
Resources, Billings Regional Office, MT Dept of Transportation, State of Montana 
Service Method: eService 
 
Thane P. Johnson (Govt Attorney)  
215 N Sanders St. 
P.O. Box 201401 
Helena MT 59620-1401 
Representing: Greg Gianforte, MT Dept Environmental Quality, Department of Natural 
Resources, Billings Regional Office, MT Dept of Transportation, State of Montana 
Service Method: eService 
 
Emily Jones (Attorney)  
115 North Broadway 
Suite 410 
Billings MT 59101 
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Representing: Greg Gianforte, MT Dept Environmental Quality, Department of Natural 
Resources, Billings Regional Office, MT Dept of Transportation, State of Montana 
Service Method: eService 
 
Selena Zoe Sauer (Attorney)  
1667 Whitefish Stage Rd. #101 
Kalispell MT 59901-2173 
Representing: Greg Gianforte, MT Dept Environmental Quality, Department of Natural 
Resources, Billings Regional Office, MT Dept of Transportation, State of Montana 
Service Method: eService 
 
Dale Schowengerdt (Attorney)  
7 West 6th Avenue, Suite 518 
Helena MT 59601 
Representing: Greg Gianforte, MT Dept Environmental Quality, Department of Natural 
Resources, Billings Regional Office, MT Dept of Transportation, State of Montana 
Service Method: eService 
 
Lee M. McKenna (Govt Attorney)  
1520 E. Sixth Ave. 
Helena MT 59601-0908 
Representing: M.T. Dept Environmental Quality  
Service Method: eService 
 
Quentin M. Rhoades (Attorney)  
430 Ryman St. 
2nd Floor 
Missoula MT 59802  
Representing: Friend of the Court  
Service Method: eService 
 
Brian P. Thompson (Attorney)  
P.O. Box 1697 
Helena MT 59624 
Representing: Treasure State Resource Association of Montana  
Service Method: eService 
 
Steven T. Wade (Attorney)  
P.O. Box 1697 
Helena MT 59624 
Representing: Treasure State Resource Association of Montana  
Service Method: eService 
 
Hallee C. Frandsen (Attorney) P.O. Box 1697 
801 N. Last Chance Gulch, Ste. 101 Helena MT 59624 
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Representing: Treasure State Resource Association of Montana 
Service Method: eService 
 
Keeley Cronin (Attorney) c/o Baker & Hostetler LLP 
1801 California Street, Suite 4400 
Denver CO 80202 
Representing: The Frontier Institute  
Service Method: eService 
 
Byron L. Trackwell (Amicus Curiae)  
7315 SW 23rd Court 
Topeka KS 66614 
Service Method: Conventional 
 
Julia A. Olson (Attorney)  
1216 Lincoln St. 
Eugene OR 97401 
Representing: Badge B., Lander B., Lilian D., Ruby D., Georgianna Fischer, Kathryn Grace 
Gibson- Snyder, Rikki Held, Taleah Hernandez, Jeffrey K., Mika K., Nathaniel K., Eva L., 
Sariel Sandoval, Kian T., Olivia Vesovich, Claire Vlases 
Service Method: Conventional 
 
       
 
      Electronically Served on Feb. 5th  

by Abby Moscatel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Electronically signed by:
Mike McGrath

Chief Justice, Montana Supreme Court
February 5 2024


