
DECLARATION OF DAVID SCHLISSEL

I, David Schlissel, declare pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. § 1-6-105:

1. I have degrees in engineering and law from MIT and Stanford and have
presented expert analysis of electric utilities for four decades. I have studied
the economics and operations of Colstrip Power Plant (Colstrip) and the
western electricity grid over the past decade during which time I have
prepared several expert reports.

2. Sonja Nowakowski cites the unplanned outage of Col strip Unit 4 from 2013-
2014 to argue that if another unplanned outage occurred, ratepayers "could
likely pay increased rates" for replacement power. Ms. Nowakowski omits
that Montana ratepayers did not pay anything for the replacement power in
2013-2014. As an expert in that proceeding, I know the Montana PSC
required Northwestern shareholders to pay for the replacement power
because the company acted imprudently.

3. Colstrip Unit 4 suffered another unplanned outage for nearly 80 days during
summer peak energy demand in 2018. Utilities purchased replacement
power which again utility shareholders were required to pay, not ratepayers
due to the PSC's determination that NorthWestern's actions were imprudent.
The unplanned outages in 2013-2014 and 2018 demonstrate that in the
extremely unlikely event that stopping mining in AM4 would cause an
unplanned outage, it is highly unlikely that there would be any impact to
public energy supplies or costs.

4. The Rosebud Mine has significant excess production capacity. The mine
produced 13 million tons in 2008 and over 8 million tons in 2019.
https://www.eia.gov/coal/data/browser/#/mine/2401747/?freq—A&pin=.
After Units 1 and 2 closed, production in 2020 dropped to 5.3 million tons.
Thus if one of the mine's four draglines stops operating, the others are
sufficient to supply the power plant.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of Montana that the

foregoing is true and correct. Dated this 18th day of February 2022 in Seattle, WA.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Shiloh Silvan Hernandez, hereby certify that I have served true and accurate copies of the 
foregoing Other - Other to the following on 02-22-2022:

John C. Martin (Attorney)
P.O. Box 68
645 S. Cache Street
Suite 100
Jackson WY 83001
Representing: International Union of Operating Engineers, Local, Natural Resource Partners, L.P., 
Northern Cheyenne Coal Miners Association, Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC
Service Method: eService

Samuel R. Yemington (Attorney)
2515 Warren Avenue
Suite 450
P.O. Box 1347
Cheyenne WY 82003-1347
Representing: International Union of Operating Engineers, Local, Natural Resource Partners, L.P., 
Northern Cheyenne Coal Miners Association, Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC
Service Method: eService

Victoria A. Marquis (Attorney)
401 North 31st Street
Suite 1500
P.O. Box 639
Billings MT 59103-0639
Representing: International Union of Operating Engineers, Local, Natural Resource Partners, L.P., 
Northern Cheyenne Coal Miners Association, Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC
Service Method: eService

Kyle Anne Gray (Attorney)
P.O. Box 639
Billings MT 59103
Representing: International Union of Operating Engineers, Local, Natural Resource Partners, L.P., 
Northern Cheyenne Coal Miners Association, Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC
Service Method: eService

Amy D. Christensen (Attorney)
314 N. Last Chance Gulch, Suite 300



Helena MT 59601
Representing: Montana Board of Environmental Review
Service Method: eService

Jeremiah Radford Langston (Govt Attorney)
1520 E 6th Ave.
Helena MT 59601
Representing: Environmental Quality, Montana Department of
Service Method: eService

Nicholas A. Whitaker (Attorney)
Department of Environmental Quality
Director's Office
1520 E Sixth Avenue
Helena MT 59601
Representing: Environmental Quality, Montana Department of
Service Method: eService

Roger M. Sullivan (Attorney)
345 1st Avenue E
MT
Kalispell MT 59901
Representing: Montana Environmental Information Center, Sierra Club
Service Method: eService

Derf L. Johnson (Attorney)
PO Box 1184
Helena MT 59624
Representing: Montana Environmental Information Center, Sierra Club
Service Method: eService

Robert L. Sterup (Attorney)
315 North 24th Street
`
Billings MT 59101
Representing: Talen Montana, LLC
Service Method: eService

Walton Davis Morris (Attorney)
1901 Pheasant Lane
Charlottesville VA 22901
Representing: Montana Environmental Information Center, Sierra Club
Service Method: E-mail Delivery

 
 Electronically signed by Chrissy Pepino on behalf of Shiloh Silvan Hernandez

Dated: 02-22-2022


