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I am a licensed, practicing attorney in the State of Montana, and am currently

employed by the Montana Department of J ustice; Office of the‘ Attorney

General.

Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a compilation of emails exchanged between

Montana Supreme Court Administrator, Beth McLaughlin, and every Montana

Supreme Court Justice and District Court Judge, utilizing government email

accéunts.

I am disclosing Exhibit A consistent with my ethical obligations under the

Montana Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 8.3(b).

Pursuant to Rulés 12(10) and 29(1), M. R. App. P., the extraordinary

circumstances presented by Exhibit A justify the overlength combined motions

and supporting argument filed herewith by the Governor.

I hereby declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of th; United States of

America and the State of Montana that the foregoing is true and ¢orrect.
Respectfully submitted this 1st day of Ap'ﬁl, 2021.

By: /s/_Derek J. Qestreicher
Derek J. Oestreicher
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I served a true and correct copy of the foregoing document by
email to the following addresses:

A. Clifford Edwards Edwards & Culver

1648 Poly Drive, Suite 206

Billings, MT 59102

Ph: (406) 256-8155

Fax: (406) 256-8159

Email: cliff@edwardslawfirm.org j

James H. Goetz

Goetz, Baldwin & Geddes, P.C. PO Box
6580

35 North Grand Avenue Bozeman, MT
59715

Ph: (406) 587-0618

Fax: (406) 587-5144

Email: jim@goetzlawfirm.com

Date: April 1, 2021 /s/ Rochell Standish
ROCHELL STANDISH




o om:r McLaughlin, Beth ' !
" Sent: : Friday, January 29, 2021 7:27 AM
To: McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk;
Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best, Elizabeth; Bidegaray,
* Katherine; Brown, John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew; ,
. Cybulski, David:Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
. Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth,
' : Michael; Judge Holly Brawn; Judge Mike Salvagni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kutt
Kutzman, John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Manley,
. James; Marks, Jason; McElyea, Rienine; M¢Elyea, Russ; MciMalion-Michael; Menahan,
o Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter: Oldenburg, Jon; Olson,
. Robert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger: Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee;
Sduza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Sharie:
- Wald; Matthew; Whelan, Bab; Wilson, Dan
‘Subject: S8 140 :

Attachments: ' ~ LC1094 (1).pdf
Folks, : . | ‘

Attached is a bill that Judge Todd ha ¢ asked:MJA to review and take a position on. Please take a look at it ~ sorry to do

. this to you again but use the voting buttons (accept/rejact) on your todlbar. if you can’t find the voting button, just
* shootme a note. ‘

© . - iy )
Thanks, ) ' : .
. Beth Mclaughilin

Supreme Court Administrator
. 406-841-2966



From: s
Sent
To:

Subject:

I'm in opposition to the bilL

Judge Hallugan

Sent from my iPhone

Halligan, Lestie

Friday, January 29, 2021 8:04 AM

Best, Elizabeth

Mclaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Mlke Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie, Baker, Beth, Shea, Jimg
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, (ngrid; Abbott, Chrig Alﬂson, Robertt; Berger, Luke: Bidagaray,
Katherine; Brown, Johry Brown, Stephen;: Christopher, Debordh; Cufie, Matthew;

- Cybuisk, David; Davies, Colette: Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty;' Eddy, Amy; Fehr,

Jessica;Gilbert, Brenda,' Harada, Ashiey; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, Michzel Judge Holly
Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni; Knlsely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, John; Laird,
Yvonne; Larson, Johry Levine, Michale; Lint, Jennifer; Manley, James; Marks, Jasory
McElyea, Riznne; McElea, Russ; Mchahon, Mlchael' Menahan, Michael Moses, M{cha el;
Nurnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Cldenburg, jari; Olson, Robeit; Parker, Johny Recht
Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipés Rukz, Kaydee; Souza, Redney; Spaulding,

Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Hetdi; Vannatta, Shane; Wald, Matthew Wheldn, Bob;
Wilson, Dan

Re: SB140 : ) '

OnJan 28, 2021, at 7:39 AM, Best, Elizabeth <EBest@mt.govs> wrote:

I can’t find the button but I oppose.

Elizabeth A. Best

Disfrict Court Judge

415 Second Ave. No., Room 203
Great Falls, MT 59401

Phone: 406.771.3950

Ewmail: ebést@mt gov

Zoom: hﬁ:p simt-

<image00l.png>



Frem: o ) Brown, John

Sent _ Friday, J anuary 29, 2021 9:05 AM ' '

To: " McLaughtin, Betry McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Betfy Shea, Jim:

. Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best,

Elzabeth ‘Bidegaray, Katherine Brown, Stepher; Christopher, Deborahy Cufe, Matthew;
Cybulsk, Davig Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Descham ps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
Jessiéa; Glibert, Brendg; Halligan, LésHa; Harads, Ashley; Hartis, Donald; Hayworth;
Michael; Judge Holly Brown; Judgé Mike Salvagnt Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt;
Kutzman, Jehry Laird, Yvorine Larson, Johrg Leving Micheld; Lirt, Jennifer; Manlay,
James; Marks, Jasory McBlyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ; Mchiahon, Micha el; Menshan,
Michael; Moses, Michaet Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jory Qlson,
Robert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard: Rieger,-Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydea
Sowra, Rodnzy; Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Wibricht, Heldk Vannatta, Shane: .
Wald, WMatthew; Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan . )

Subject: RE: $B140

Beth, | deﬁn,itery oppose this bil.

c A

From: Mclaughlin, Beth <bmelaughlin@mt.govs

Sent; Friday, January 29, 2021 7:27 AM . . ,

To: McGrath, Mike <mmcgrath@mt.gov>; Rice, Jim <jrice® mt.gev>; MeKinnon, Lawrie <tMcKinnon@mt.gous; Baker,
Beth <bhaker@mt.govs; Shea, Jim <limShea@mt.govs; Sandefur, Dirk <dsandeﬁ1r@mt.gov;_; Gustafson, Ingrid
<IGustafson@mt.gov>; Abbatt, Chris <Chris. Abbott@mt.cove: Al lison, Robert <RAllison@mit.govs; Berger, Luke ]
<Luke.Berger@mt:gov>; Bast, Elizabeth <ERest@mr.gavs; Bldegaray, Katherlne <kbidegaray@mit.gov>; Brown, John,
<UBrown3@mt.govs; Brown, Stephan <Stephen Brown@mt .gov>; Christopher, Deborah <d chris/tophei'@mt‘gav;; 'cfxffe,
Matthew %ryiatthew.t:uffe@mtgovg; Cybulski, Davld'<dc1,'b ulski@mt.gov>; Davies, Coletts <Colette.Davies@mt.govs; N
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.gov>; Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamps @mt.govs; Edily, Any <AEddy@nmit.govs; Fehr,
Jessica dessica.Fehr@mt.gow,: §i Ibert, Bretfids <BGilbert@mt.gov>: blal'ﬁgan, Leslie <LHal'liga n@mt.govs; Harada,
Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mt:govs; Harris, Don ald <Donald:Harris@mt.go>; Hayworth, Michael <MHayworth@mt.govs;
-Judge Holly Brown éhiibpc@aspenpmof.comx Judge Mike Savagni <msalvagni@aol.conis; Knisely, Mary Jane
<MKnisely@mt. gov>; Krueger, Kurt <kkrueger® mt.govs; Kutzman, John <lKutman@mt.govs; Laird, Yvonne
* <Ylaird@mt.gov>; {arson, John <Johlarson@met.govs; Levine, Michele <M ichéle.Levine®mt.govs; Lint, Jennifer
<lennifer.Lint@mt.gov>; Manley, Jamies <| Mari[ev@mf.gov:—; Marks, Jason <Jason.Marks@mrt.govs; McElyea, Rienne
<Rlenna.McElyea@mt.govs; MeElyea, Russ<RMcElyea@mugovs; MeMahon, Michaal <Mlbhael.McMal’§on@mtgov>;
Menahan, Michae! <MMenahan@mt.govs; Masas, Michael <M Moses@mt.gov>; Murnion, Nitkolss
<NMurnion@mt.gov>; Ohman, Peter <Pate r.Ghman@mt gov; Oldenburg, lon <JOldenburg@mt.gov>; Olson, Robeart
<R0Olson3 @mt.gov>; Parker; John <lohn.Parker@mt.govs; Recht, Howard <Howard.Recht@mt.gov>; Rizger, Olivia
<Olivia.Rieger@mt.gove; Seeley, Kathy <KSaeley @mt.gov>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnipesRuiz@mt.gov>;Sou 23, Rodnay
<RSouza@mt.govs; Spaulding, Randal<rspaulding@mt.gov>; Todd, Gregory <GTodd@'mt.gdv>; Ulbricht, Heldi
<HUIbricht@m.gov>‘; Vannatta, $hane <Shane:Vannatta@mt.gov>; Wald, Matthew <Matt.Wald@mt.govs; Whelan, Bob
<Robert Whelah@mt,gov>; Wilson, Dan <Danie| Wilson@mt.govs
Subject; S8140

Folks,
Attached Is a bill that Judge Todd has asked:MIA to'review and take 3 position on. Pleasa-take a look at it ~sotry to do

this to you again but use the voting buttons.(accept/reject) .on your toolbar. If you can’t find the voting button, just
shootme anote. !



From: ' Whelan, Bob
Sent Friday, January 29,2021'10:18 AN
To: . Mclalghlin, Bethy:McGrath, Mike: Rice, Jim; McKinnon » Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; *
' Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbett, Chrlg Allisory Robert; Berger, Luke; Best,
Elzabethy Bldegaray, Katherine Brown, John; Brown, Stepliery Christopher, Deborahy
Cuffe, Matthew: Cybulskl David; Davies, Colette Dayton, Ray; Descham ps, Dusty; Eddy,
~ ‘ Amy; Fehr, Jessicg; Gllbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leskie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald
: ‘ Hayworth, Michaet Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagn Knisely, Mary Jane;
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, Johry Lalrd, Yvonna Larson, John: Laving, Michele;. Lint, lennifer;
Manley, Jameg Marks, Jasory McElyea, Riénne; McElyea Russ; McMahon, Mlchael,
Menahan, Michael; Moses, ‘Michaal; Murnion, Nickélas; Ohman, Peter Oldenburg, long
Olson, Robett; Parker, Johm; Recitt, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Sealey, Kathy: Snipes RUE,

o . Kaydee; Souza,'Rodnzy; Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbicht Had: Vannatta,
Shane Wald, Matthevs Wilsan, Dan
Subject: RE: SB140
Beth
lam opposed.
Hou Robeit J. Wihelan

2 Judicial Distiict, Dept. 2 : ’
From. McLaughlln Beth <bmci9ughlln@mt gm» I
Sent: Friday, January 28, 2021 7:27 AM

To: McGrath, Mike <mmcgrath@mt gov>; Rice, Jim <jrice@mt.govs; IMcKinnon, Laurie <LMcklnnon@mL°ov> Baker,
Bath <bbakar@mt.gov>; Shea, Jim <JimShea@mt.aw> Sandefur, Dirk <dsandefur@mt.gov>; Gustafson, Ingrid
»<lGustafson@mt.gov> Abbott, Chris <Chns.Abbott@mt S0V>; Amson Robert <RAlllsch@mt.gov>; Berger, Luke
<cLuke.Berger@mt. gov>; Best, Elizabeth <EBést@mt.govs; Bldegaray, Katherine <kbidegaray@nit. govs; Brown, John
<IBrown3@mt.govs; Brown, Stephen <Staphen: Brown@mt.gov; Christopher\Deborah <dchristopher@mt.govs; Cuffe,
Matthew <Matthaw.Cuffe@mt.govs; Cybuilski, David <deybulski@mt.govs; Davies, Colette <Colette.Davies@mt.govs;
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.govs; Daschamps, Dusty <gdaschiarmps@mt.gov>; Eddy, Amy <AEddy@mt.gove; Fehr,
lJesgica <Jessica, Fehr@mt.govs; Gllbert ‘Brenda <BGllbert@mt gov>; Halllgan, Leslie <LHalligan@mt.govs; Harada,
Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mt. gov>; Harrls Donald <Donaid. Rarris@mt.gov>; Hayworth, Michael <MHayworth@mt.gov,;
Jugge Holly Brown <hbbpc@aspenproof.coms; Judva Mike Salvagnl <msalvagni@aol.coms; Knisely, Mary Jane,
<MKnisely @mt.govs; Krueger, Kurt<kPrueger@mL=ov> Kutzman, John <JKutzman@mt.gove; Laird, Yvenne
<YlLaird@mt. go/w Larson, John <johlarson@mt.govs; Levine, Michele <Michela.Lavine@mt, gov>; Lint, Jennifer
<Jennifer.Lint @mt.gov>; Manleay, James <JManley@mt.gov>; Marks, Jason <Jason.Marh@mt gov>; McElyea, Rianne
<Rienne.McElyea@mt.govs; MeElyvea, Russ<RMcEwea@mtuov> McMahon, Michagl <Michael. MchMahon@mt. 20V,
Menahan, Michael<MMenahan@mt.gov> Moses, MichaechMoses@mt EOVS; Mumlon Nickolas
<NMurnion@mt.govs; Ohman, Peter <Peter. Ohman@mr_gow- Oldenburg, Jon <J0ldenbyrg@mt.govs; Olson Robert
<RQlson3 @mt.gov>: Parkar, John <lohn, Parker@mt.govs; Recht, Howard <Howard.Recht@mt.gov>; Rieger, Olivia
<Olivia.Rieger@mt.gov>; Seeley, Kathy <KSeely@mt. gov>; Snipes Rulz, Kaydee <KSnipesRuz@mt.gov=; Souzs, Rodney
<RSoiza@mt.gov>; Spaulding, Randal <rspauldine@mt. govy; Tedd, Gregery <GTedd@mt.gov>; Ulbricht, Heldi
<HUlbricht@mt.gov>; Vannatta, Shane <Shane.Vannata@mt.govs; Wald, Matthev.'<MaltWald@mt gov>; Whelan, Bob_
<Robert.Whelan@mt.zov>; Wilson, Dan-<DanielWiison@mt.gov>

Subject: 58140 ‘



From: , ' Cybulsk,-David

Sent: o Friday, Januaty 28, 2021 10:29 AM
To: Melaughlin, Beth; MeGrath, Mike: Ricé, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Betty Shes, Jim;
Sandefur; Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid;-Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert: Berger, Luke; Bést, -

Elizabetty Bldegaray, Katherine: Brown, Johri; Bravm, Stepher; Christopher, Deboraky
Cuffe, Matthew; Davies, Calette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
Jessica; Glibert, Brenda Halllgan, Leslie; Harada, Ashlay; Hatris, Donald: Hayworth,
Michael; Judge Holly Brown;-Judge Mike Salvagnt Knisely, Mary Jang; Kruzger, Kurt;
Kutzman, Johry Laird, Yvonne; Larson; Johr Levine, Michelg; Lint, Jennifer; Manley,
James; Marks, Jasory McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ; McMahén, Michael; Menahan,
Michael; Moses, Michae} Murnion; Nickolas; Ohman, Patar: Oldenburg, Jon; Olson,
Rabert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Oiivig Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Rulz, Kaydee:
Sours, Rndney, Spaulding, Randa} Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidt Vannatta, Shang;
Wald, Matthew Whelar, Bob; Wilson, Dan &

Subject: RE:SB140

| oppose.

' . . [N
Shéuldn’t this be something thatis the product of several years of study and dabate?

Mom e m e S b s gt} v ke T e bbb b

From: Mclaughlin, Beth <bmelzughlin@mt.govs

Sent; Friday, January 26, 2021 7:27 AM.

To: McGrath, Mika <mmcgrath@mt.gw: Rice, Jim <jrice@mt.govs; McKinnon, Laurie <LMcKinnon@mt.govs; Baker,
Beth <bbaker@mt: g0V3; Shea, Jim <JimShea@mt. gov>; Sandefur, Dirk <dsandefur@mt.gov> Gustafson, Ingrid
<lGustafson@nmgov> Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbott@mt.gov>; Allison, Robert <RAIIsson@mt .20v>; Barger, Luke

* <luke.Berger ®mit.gov>; Best, Elizabath <EBest@mt.govs; Bidegaray, Katherine <kbidegaray@mt.cove; Brown, John
<IBrown3@mt.gov>; Brown, Stephen <Stéphen.Brown@mt.govs; Christophar, Deborah <dthristopher@mt.govs; Cuffe,
Matthew <Matthew.Cuffe@mt.govs; Cybulskl, David <scybulski@mt.govo; Davies, Colette <Colette.Davies@mt.govs;
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.gov>; Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamps@mt.govs; Eday, Amy <AEddy@mt.gov;-Fehr,
Jessica <lessica.Fehr@rt.gove; Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbert@mt.gov; Hallizan, Lesiie <LRalligan@mt.govs; Harada;
Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mt.govs; Harrls, Donald <Donalg. Harris@mt.gov>; Hayworth, Michael <iiHayworth@mt.gove;
ludge Holly Brown <hbbpe@aspenproof.com; ludge Mike Salvaghl <msalvagni@aol. com> Knisely, Mary Jane
<MKnléely@mt. gove; Krueger, Kurt <kkrueger@mt.gavs; Kutzman, John <JKutzman@mt:gov>; Laird; Yvonne
<YLaird@mt.gov>; Larson, John <johlarson@mt.gov>; Leving, Michele <Michele.Levine@mt.govs; Lint, Jennifer
<lennifer.Lint@mt.gov>; Manley, James <JManlay@mt.gov>; Marks Jason <Jason.Marks@mt.govs; McElyea, Ricnne
<Rlenne,McElyes@mt.gov; McElyea, Russ<RMcElyea@mt.gov>; McMahon Michael <Michael.McMahon@mt.govs;
‘Menahan, Michde! <MMenahan@mt.govs:.Moses, Michael <M Moses@mt.gove; Murnion, Nickolas
<NMurnion@mt.gov>; Ohman, Peter <Peter.Ohman@mt govs; Oldenburg, Jon <JOldenburg@mt.govs; ‘Olson, Rébert
<ROlson3 @mt.gow>; Parker, John <John.Parker@mt.govs; Recht, Howard <Howard.Recht@mt.govs; Riaggr, Dlivia
<Olivla.Rieger@mt.gov>; Sealey, Kathy <KSeeley@mt,govs; Snipes Rulz, Kaydee <KSnipesRulz@mt.govs; Souza, Rodney
<RSpouza@mt.gev>; Spaulding, Randakrspauldin,@mt.gow Todd, Gregory «GTedd@mt.govs; Ulbricht, Heidi
<HUIbricht@mt gow Vanhatts, Shane<5hane NVannatta@mt.govs; Wald, Matthew-<Matt. Wald@mr.govs; Whelan, Bob
<Robert Whelan@mt, SoVY; Wllson .Dan <Danlelwnson @mt.govy

Subjeet: 58140

-~ - —_— . - . - a A -

Folks,



Froiaz ~  ° Recht, Howard
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 8:05 AM
To: MclLaughlin, ‘Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker,.Beth; Shea, Jifiv;
' Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrict Abbott, Chris Allison, Rob ert; Berger,.Luke; Best,
. Elzabieth Bidegamy, Katharine Brown, John; Brown, Stephery Christopher, Deboraly
Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulsk, David: Davies, Colette Dayton, Ray; Descham ps, Dusty; Eddy,
Amy; Fehr, Jessicg Gilbert, Brenda: Halligan, Leslie; Haradg, Ashley; Harrls, Donald;
Hayworth, Michael Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni; Knisely, Mary Jane;
Kruegar; Kurt; Kutzman, Johry Laird, Yvonne Larson, John; Leving Michelé; Lint, Jennifer;
Manley; Jam es; Marks, Jasory McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Rtiss; Mchahon, Michael; '
Menazhan, Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnton, Nickolas: Ohm én, Peter Oldenburg, Jory
Olson, Robert; Parkar, Johin; Riegar, Olivia, Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee Souza,
- . Rodney; Spiulding, Randat Todd, Gragory; Ulbricht, Heldp Vannatta, Shane; Wald, L
Matthew; Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan
Subject: . RE: 58140 ’

I am not sure if this Bill is the right fix, but having been through the process of being considared for a judicial

appolntment twice, in my opinion the currant procass ‘of streanings by the judicial nomination commission neads to tge
overhavled,
i

[deally you would think the judiclal nomination commission would make recommandations based upon objective
criteria, ranking candidatas by how theyscoreina matrix of accapted qualifications for 3 judicial position, You would
think the commission wo uld only pass along those candidates who scored above 3 certain base'quallﬁcation score,.and
that the score of thoss who did score well enough to-be recommended would go to the governor, You would also think

that each member of the judicial nomination commission would be required to disclose har/hiks scoring for each
candidate. -

. Dt i
Bt that is not how It works. The commission does not conduct-an inde pendantinvestigation into tha qualifications of
candidates. The Commission does not score candidates according to any disclosed objective criteria. No member is
required to disclose why sha/he votec a eandidate upordown. A mambgr of tha commissiof can vote against 2 .
tandidata based upon race, gender, religion, or perceived political affiliation. Inmy case (both timas) Iwas griiled by
certain commission members about my religion and little aise. Although.!was passed on to the governor both times,
those commission mambers who voted agéingt me were the same ones who grilled me about ry religion,

In my opinion, this needs to change. '

Howard F.-Recht




\Fi'om:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Cuffe, Matthew

Friday, January 289, 2021 7:38 AM

McLaughlin, Bethy MeGrath, Mike: Rice, Jim; MeKinnan, Laurie; Baker Bathy Sheg, Jim;
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chrlg A_Irson, Robert; Barger, Luke; Best,

‘Elizabeth;'Bidegaray, Katharine Brown, John; Browr, Stepheéry Christopher, Deborahy

Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette'Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Felr,
Jessicd; Gilbert, Brandg Halllgan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley: Harris, Donald; Hayworth,
Michael; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnt Knis ely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt;

. Kutzman, Johry Laird, Yvonng Larson, Johry Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Manley,
--James; Marks, Jasory McElyea, Rienne; NcElyea, ‘Russ; Mchahon, Michagl; Menahan,

Michael; Moses, Michaek Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter: Cldznburg, Jon; Olson,
Robert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia: Seeley, Kathy: Snipas Rulz, Kaydeg
Sowza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randat Todd, Gregory;. Ulbricht, Heid{ Vannatta, Shane;
Wald, Matthew; Whelan, Bab; Wilson, Dan

RE: SB140 .

‘Has there been any discussion as 1o why the change?

Cuffe

Matthew J. Cuffe

District Court Judge

s



From: Best, Blizabeth
Sentr - | ) . Friday, January 29, 2021 7:39 AM
To: . Mclaughlin, Bathy McGrath, Mikey Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurig; Baker, Bethy Shea, Jim;
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Alfison, Rober; Berger, Luke; Bidegaray,
Kathering; Brown, Johry Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborahy Cuffe, Matthew
Cybulski, David; Davies, Colstte: Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
Jessica; Gllbert, Brendg, Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashlay; Hatris, Donald; Hayworth,
Michael; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Wike Salvagni Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger; Kurt;
‘. Kutzman, Johry Laird, Yvonne; Larson, Johny Levine, Michels; Lint, Jennifer; Manley,
. James; Marks; Jasory McElyea Rienne; McElyea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; Menahan,
. Michael; Mosgs, Michael Murnion, Nlckalas; Ohman, Peter; Qldenburg, Jory Olsan,
Robart; Parker, Johr; Racht, Howerd; Rieger, Olivia; Saeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee
Souza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randat:Todd, Gregory: Ulbricht, HE(dl; Vannatta, Shang;

. . Wald, Matthew; Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan
Subjects RE: 58140

T cen’tfind the button but I oppose. . )

Elizabeth A, Bestt . i -
District Court Judge

415 Second Ave, No., Room 203
Great Falls, MT 59401 o
Phone: 406.771.3050 ' '
Email ebest@int.cov

Zoom: hitps: //mt-gov.z oom us/J/91 9384571 10"pwd=Q7FLUDRvNTndnF wVXhYV OOOdTBTZ..OQ

-




Fram: B Eddyl Amy

Sent [Friday, January 29, 2021 10:48 AM

Tor Recht, Howard; McLaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie: Baker,
Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Berger,
Luke; Best, Ellzabethy Bidegaray, Kathesing; Brown, Johry Brown, Stephen; Christopher,
Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davies, Colstte Dayton, Ray; Deschamps,
Dusty; Fehr, Jesslca; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie Harada, Ashlgy; Hariis, Donald:
Hayworth, Michae}; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni Knisely, Mary Jane:
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, Johri; Latrd, Yvonne Larson, John:Leving, Michale; Lint, Jennifer:
Manley, James; Marks, Jasory MicElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ hMcMahon, Michaet
Menahan, Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnlon, Nickelas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jor
Olsan, Rabert; Parker, John; Rleger, Olivig Seelay, Kathy: Snipes Rukz, Kaydeg Souza.
Rodney; Spaulding, Randa} Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidk Vannatta, Shane; Wald, -
Matthew, Whélan, Bob: Wilson, Dan

Subject: : .Re:5B140

All - | o ~

For almost 50 years, since the Montana Constitution was adopted, the Judicial - Nomination
Commission has been she cnly method provided by law for filling judicial vacacies. Its
composition is balanced to maximize judicial competence, experience, and temperament. The
individial members of the Commission evclve throngh new appointments by governars from
both political parties, and different Suprqeme Court justices and district coiirt judges. o

It is my belief the JNC serves as an {mportant insulating barier from the Executive Branch that
preserves theindependence. of the jadiciary. '

I have been throngh the INC fwice. Similar to Judge Recht. on the first time through I vras asked
inappropriate, in my mind, questions by the lay members--such as did ny husband at the time
approve-of my application, and did] really think it wasin the best interest of my children tomove
schoals. 1was also asked many sophisticated and ouanced questions about the law, public service
and nonpartisanship. The JNC worked diligently to review applications and public comment,
conducted an independent investiga tion, traveled to the local community to interview the

. candidates in a public fornm, and then deliberated to a decision on the names to pass on to the
Govemor for appointment.

’ : )
While nndoubfedly messy at times, this process is the hallmark of a Coastitution for the
people. The INC implements Article VIT, Section 8 (2) of the Montana Constitution, as well as
other Artides of the Montana Constitation. that. so clearly value public parficipation. A direct

appoistment to the Govemnor undermines this direct public participation and does not add any |

1 [l



transparency to the process. A better way may be to simply approach the JNC about its internal
processes.

v | ’
1 do not support this bill. ' '

Amy Eddy

From: Recht, Howard <Howard.Recht@mt. govs - : —

Sent: Friday, January 28, 2021 8:05 AM ’

To: Mclaughlin, Bath <bmclaughlln@mtgw> MeGrath, M‘ke <mmecgrath@mt.govs; Rlcg, Jim <jrice@mt.gcov>;.
McKinnan, Layrie <LMeKinnan@mt govs; Baker, Beth <bbaker@mt, gov>; Shep, Jim <JimShea@mt. gov>; Sandefur, Dirk
<dsandefur@mt.gov>; Gustafson, Ingrid <IGustafson@mt.gov>; Abbortr, Chris <Chris_Abbott@mtgov> Alhson Robert
<RAlson@mt.gov>; Berger, Luke <Luke.Bérger@mt.govs; Best, Elizabath <EBest@mt.gov>; Bidegaray, Katherine
<kbidegaray @mt.gov>; Brown, John <Brown3@mt.gov>; Brown, Stephen <Stephen.Brown@mt.govs; Christepher,
Deborah <dchristophe r@mt.govs; Cuffe, Matthew <Matthew. Cuffe@mt.gov>- Cybulski, David <dcybulski@mt.govs;
Davies, Colette <Colette.Davies@mt.zovs; Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.g 20v>; Deschamps Dustv <ddeschamps@mt.govs;
Eddy, Amy <AEddy@mt.g gov>; Fehr, Jessics <Jessica, Fehr@mt.°0v> Gllbert, Brenda <Bailbart@mt.gov>; Halligan, Leslie:
<[Halligan®mt.gov>; Harada, Ashley <Ashley.Rareda@mt.gov>; Harris, Donald <Donald. Harris@mt.govs; Hayworth,
Michae! <MHayworth@mt govs; Judge Holly Brown <hbbpe@aspenproof.coms; Judge Mike Salvagni
<msalvagni@aol.com>; Knisely, Mary Jane <fKnisely@mt.govs; Krugger, Kurt<kkrueger @mt.gov>; Kutzman, John
<JKuzman@mt.gove; Lalrd Yvenne <Vlaird@mt.govs; Larson, John -qohlarson@mt.aov:- Levine, Michzle
<Michele.Levina@mt, gove; Lint, lennifer <lennifer. L!nt@mtaav> Manley, James <JMenIey@mr_aov> Marks, lason
<lason.Marks@mt.govs>; MeElyes, Rienne <Rlenne McElysa@mt.govs; McElyea, Russ <RMcElyea@mt.govs; McMahon
Michael <Iichagl McMahon@mt.gw> Menahan, Michael <MMenshan@mt.gov>; Moses, Michael
‘<MMosis@mt.govs; Mumlon Nickolas <NMurnion@mt.zov»; Ghman, Pater <Petar.Ohman@mt.govs; Oldenburg, Jon
<JOidenburg@mrt.govs; Olson, Robart <ROlson3@mt.govs; Parker, John <lohn Parker@mt.gov>; Riegar, Olivia
<Olivia.Rieger@mt.gov>; Szeley, Kathy <KSeeley@mt.govs; Shipes Rulz, Kaydae <KSnipesRulz@mt.gows; Sou2a, Rodney
<RSpuza@mt.govs; Spavlding, Randakrspauldirg@mt gov>; Todd, Gragory <GTodd@mt.govs; Ulbricht,Haidi
<RUlbricht@mit.gov>; Vannatta, Shane <Shane Vannatta@mtaaw Wald, Matthew <Matt. Wald@mrt.gov>; Whelan, Bob
<Robert. Whefan@mt.govs; Wilson, Dan <DanielWilson@mt.govs> .

Subjeet: RE: $8140

| am not sure if this blll is the right fix, but havmg baen through the process.of bélng considered for a judiciat o

appointmant twice; in my opinion the current process of screenings by the judlcnal nominatien commission neads to be
averhauled.

’ - 1
~

[deally you would think the judiclal nomination commission would make recomme ndaiions based upon objactive

criterls, ranking candidates by how they score in a matrix of accepted qualifitations fora Judicial position. Youwould
think the commission would only pass along those candidates who scorad above a certain base quahﬁcatxon score, and
that the.score of thasé who did score well enough to be recommended would o to the governor. Youwould also think

that each mambér of the judicial nomination commlssion ‘would be requirad to disclose" herfhls scoring for 2ach
candidate.

But that is nothow it works, The commission does not conduet an Inde pandent Investigation into the qualifications of

candidatas Thé commission does not score candidates according to any disclosed objective eriteria. N6 member is

requlred to disclose why she/he votes a candidate up or down. A member of the comniission can vote against.a.

cangdidate based upon race, gender, relizion, or parceived political'affiliation. Inmy case (both times) | was grilled by
.. Z ’

\.



/

certam commission members about my religion and little else. Although lwas passed on 16 the governor both timas;
those commission members who voted against me were the same ones who grilled ine about my religion.

In my opinion, this needs to change.

Howard F. Recht

e [N - —— e - - rr v mrev e we = -

From; McLauchIin Beth<bmclauehlln@mtgov> .
Sent: Friday, January-29, 2021 727 AM: ¢
To: McGrath, Mike <mmegrath@mt.govs; Rice, Jim <[rice@mt.gov>; McKinnon, Laurie <LMcKInnon@mt.gcv> Baker

Beth <bbaker@mt.gov>; Shes, Jim <limShea@mt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirk <dsandefur@mit, gov>; Gustafson, lnarid
<IGustafson@mt.gov>; Abbott, Chris <Chris. Abbott@mt.govs; Allison, Robert <RAl|lson@mt 20V>; Berger Luke
<Luke.Berger@mit.gov>; Bast, Elizabeth <EBest@mt,gav>, Bidegaray, Katherine <kbidegdaray@mt.gov>; Brown, John,
<JBrown3@mt.gov>; Brown, Stephen <Stephen.Brown@mt.govs; Christopher, Deborsh <dchristopher@mt.govs; Cuffe,
Matthew <Matthew:Cuffe@mt.govs; Cybulski, David edeybulski@mt, gov>; Davies, Colatte <Colette.Davies@mt.gov>;
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.gov>; Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamps@mt gov>; Eddy, Ay <AEddy@mi.govs; Fehr .~
Jessica <Jessica. Fehr@mt.govs; Gilbert, Branda <BGibart@mtgovs; Halligan, Laslie <! Halligan@mt.gov>; Harads,

Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mit.gov>; Harrls, Donald <Conald Harris@mt.govs>; Hayworth, Michael <MHaw.'orth@mt.gov>;
Judge Holly Brown <hbb/pc@aspenproof con>; Jutdge Mike Salvagnl.<msalvagni@aol.com>; Knisaly, Mary Jane
<MKnlsaly@mt.gov>; Krueger - Kurt <kkrueger@mt.gov>; Kutznian, John <JKutzman @mt.govs; Lalrd, Yvonne
<YLaird@mt.cov>;, Larson John <johlarson@mt.govs; Leving, Michele <Michele Levine@mt. govs; Lint, Jennifer
<lennifer.tint@mt.gov>; Manlay, James <IManley@mt.gov>; Marks, Jason <Jason.Marks@mt'govs; McElyes, Rienne
<Rienne.McElyea@mt gov>; McElyea, Russ <RMcElyea@mt.gov>; MchMahon, Michael <tichagl.McMahon@mt.govs;

+ Menahan, Michae] <MMenahan@mt.gov>;:Moses, Michael <MMoses@mt.gov>; Murnion, Nickolas

<NMurnion@mt.gov>; Ohman, Peter <Peter.Ohm an@mt.gov>; Oidenburg, Jon <iOldanburg@mt.gov>; Olson, Rohert
<ROIson3 @mt.gov>; Parker, John <John.Parker@mt.gov>; Recht, Howard <Howard Recht@mt,gove; Rizgar, Olivia
<Qlivia.Rieger@mt.gov; Seeley, Kathy <KSezley@mt.gov>; Snlpes Riilz, Kaydee <KSnipesRulz@mt.gove; Souza, Rogdnay
<RSowra@mt.gov>; Spaulding, Randal<rspaulding®mt.gov>; Todd Gragory <GTodd@mt.govs; Ulbricht, Heidi
<RUbricht@mt.gov>; Vannatts, Shana<Shane.Vannatta@mr.gov>; Wald, Matthew <ivatt. Wald@mt.gov>; Whelan, Bob

- <Robert.Whelan@mt.gov>; Wilson, Dan <Danlel Wilson@mt.govs

" Subject: SB140

Folks,

Attached isa bill that Judge Todd has askad MJA to review and take a position on, Please taka a look at t—sorry todo

this to you again hut use the voting-buttons- (accept/raject} on your toolbar. [f- you can’t find-the veting button, Just
shoot me anote, »

r
’

Thanks, .

Beth Mclaughlin .
Supreme Court Admihistrator . ; ' o
406-841-2966 ' ‘



From: ) Best, Bizabeth

Sent ‘ Friday, January 29,2021 11:16 AM

To: Eddy, Amy; Rectt, Howard: Metaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; + McKinnon,
Laure; Baker, Bethy Shea, JIm; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbof:t, Chris; Allison,
Robertt; Berger, Luke; Bidegaray, Katherine;- Brown, Johry Brown, Stephen; Christopher,
Deboraty Cuffe, Matthaw; Cybulsld David; Davies, Colette Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, -
Dusty; Fehr, Jessica Gilbert, Brenda- Halligan, Lestie Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald;

. Hayworth, Michaet Judge Holly Brown; § udge Mike Salvagnf Knisely, Mary Jane;
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, Johry Laird, Yvonne; Larson, John; Leving Michele; Lint, Jenniter;
Wtanley, James Marks, Jason; McElyes, Rienne; McElyaa Russ; MchMahon, Michael
Menahan, Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter Oldenburg, jon;
Olson, Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Olivig; Seeley, Kathy; Snipas Ruiz, Keydee Souza,
Rotiney; Spaulding, Randat Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heldt Vannatta, Shane; Wald,

Matthew, Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan
Subject: . RE: SB140

T agreé with Judge Eddy. My observation of the Comm:ssxonhas been that each m em bar has worked e'{ttemelv
hard to find well quatified judges. Itis a constiturional body which is one of the few that gives voice to the

people before polmcs come into play. This isin contrast to the federal model which gives lip servicetoa
citizens® commissiori and then disregards its recommendations,

Elizabeth A, Best : :

District Conrt Judge I

413 Secand Ave. No., Room 203

Great Falls, MT )9401 T

Phone: 406.771.35950 .

Email ebest@mt. gov

Zoom: hitps:#mt-gov.zoom usjQ19584371 102wd=02FLUDR VN TdMetF wV XhY V.000dTB TZ209

.




From: ) Laird, Yvonne

Sent: . v Friday, Jahuary 29,2021 11:03 A
To: ' Eddy, Amy; Recht, Howard; Mclaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Mike Rice, Jim; McKinnon,
‘e , Laurie; Baker, Bethy Shes, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Irigrid; Abbott, Chrig Allison,

Robert; Berger, Ltike; Bast, E!lzabeth, Bndegaray, Kathering; Brown, John; Brown, Stepheny
Christopher, Deborzh; Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David: Davies, Calette; Dayton, Ray;
Deschamps, Dusty; Fehr, Jessica: Gilbert, Brendar Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris,

~ Donald; Hayworth, Michaet Judge Hollj Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnt Knisely, Mary Jana'
Kruager, Lurt, Kutzman, Johry Larson, Jahry Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Manley,
. James; M arks, Jasor; McBlyea, Rienne; McElres, Russ; McWahon, Michael; Menahan,
Michzel; Moses, Mlchaeb Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jor; Olson, ‘
Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Olivig Sesley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydeé; Souza, Rodney;
Spaulding, Randal; Todd. Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidl; Vannatts, Shane Wald, Matthew;
Whelan, Bab; Wilson, Dan :

Subject: _ RE:SB140 ‘

i

'
' .

I am not in favor 6f dissolving the JNC, Howaver, I certainly think it can be overhauled to ba Iess political 'and more
objective. It has been my axpariance.and my observation thit the JNC while not tied diractly to the exacutive branch,
certainly Is political. This has resulted In very well qualifiad people not gatting their namé s forwarded to the govérnor
for considzration and names golng forward that should not. My bottom lina i5, tha JNC Is not working as contemplated
by the Montana Constltutson and a hard look needs to be taken as to how it should continueito oparate.

\ '



From:
Sent
To:

Subject:

iagrge with Judges Retht and Laird.

Bidegaray, Katharine

Friday, January 29,2021 11:22 AM . .
Lalrd, Yvonrie; Eddy, Amy; Recht, Howard; Mclaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim;
McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Betty Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk: Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Ciris;
Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best, Blizabeth; Brown, John; Brown, Stephery Christophar,
Deboraly Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulskl, Davidt Davles, Colette: Dayton, Ray; Daschamps,
Dusty; Fehr, Jessicy; Gilbart, Branda; Halligan, Leslie Harada, Ashley; Hartis, Donald;
Hayworth, Michae} Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnf. Knisely, Mary Jane;
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, Johry Larson, Johry Leving, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Marlay,
James;Marks, Jasory McByea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ; McMahon, Michael: Menzahan,
Michaal; Mosas, Michael Murnion, Nickdlas; Ohman, Peter; Oldanburg, Jory Olson,
Robert; Parker, John; Rleger, Clivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney;
Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heldl; Vannatta, Shane Wald, Matthaw;
Whelan,'Bob; Wilson, Dan

Re; SB140



‘ Fr__om': ' Manley, James

"Sent - Friday, J anary 29, 2021 11:49 AM _
To: ¥ .Bidegaray, Kathering; Ldird, Yvonne; Eddy, Amy; Recht Howard: Mclaughtin, Beth;
, McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk

Gustafson, ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Rabert; Berger, Luke; Best, Elzabeth: Brown, °

- John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Mattheiy, Cybulski, David; Davies,

~ Colette Dayton: Ray; Deschamps, Dugty; Fehr, Jessica Gllbiert, Brenda; Halllgan, Lestles
Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald Hayworth, Michael; Judge Hoily Browry Judge Mike
Salvagni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, John; Larson, Johry Laving, Michele
Lint, Jénnifer; Marks, Jasony McElyea, Rienne; McElyaa, Russ; Mcahon, Michaél:
Menahan, Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jon;
Dlson, Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Qlivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Rutz, Kaydee Sauza,
Rodney;'Spaulding, Randat Todd, Gregary; Ulbricht, Heid Vanhatta, Shane: Wald,

. Matthew; Whalan, Bob; Wilson, Dan. )
Subject: RE: SB140

It sounds'like this bill should be studiad and raconsidered In two years. It doas appear some improvaments in tha
process may be advisable, but If the main concarn s politicization, this bill goes tha other diraction,

From: Bidegaray, Katherine <kbidegaray@mt.gov>
Semt: Friday, lanuary 29, 2021 11:22 AM i
To: Lalrd, Yvonne <VLaird@mt.gov>; Eddy, Amy<AEddy@mt.govs; Recht, Howard <Howard.Recht@mt.gov>;
Melaughlin, Beth <bmclaughlin@mt.gov>; McGrath, Mike <mmcgrath@mt.gove; Rice, i m:<jrice@mt.gov>; McKinnon,

1 Laurie <LMcKInnon@mt:gov§; Baker, Beth<bbaker@mt.gov>; Shea, Jim <limShea@mt.govs; Sandafur, Dirk
<dsandefur @mt.gov>; Gustafson, Ingrid <lGustafson@mt.govs; Abhott; Chris <Chris. Abbott@mt.govs; Allison, Robart
<RAllson@mt.govs; Berger, Luke <Luke.Berge r@mt.gova; Best, Elizabeth <EBest@mt.gove; Brown, John )
<IBrown3@mt.gov>; Brown, Steplien <Stephen.Brown@mt.gov>; Christophar, Daborah <dchristo pher@mt.govs; Cuffe,
Matthew <Matthew.Cuffe@mr.govs; Cybulskl, David <deybulski@mt.govs; Davies, Colette <Colette.D dvies@mt.govs;
Dayton, Ray <RDayten@mt.govs; Des champs, Dusty <ddaschamps@mt.gov>; Fehr, lessica <Jessica.Fehr@ mt.gove:;
Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbart@mt.gov>; Halligan, Leslie <(Halligan@mt. gov>; Harada, Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mt.govs;

- ‘Harris, Donald <Donéld.Harris@mt.govs; Hayworth, Michael <MHayworth@mit.govs; Judge Holly Brown
<hbbpc@aspanproof.com>; Judge Mike Salvagni <msalvagni@aol.com >; Knisely, Mary Jane <MKnisely@mt.govs;
Krueger, Kurt <kkruager@mt.govs; Kutzman, John <JKutzman@ mt.gov>; Larson, John <johlarson@mit.govs; Levine,
Michale <Michele.Levine@mt.govs; Lint, Jennifer <lennifer.lint@mt.gove; Manley, James <JManley@mt.gov; Marks,
Jason <fason_Marks@mt.gov>; McElyea; Rienna <Rienn e.McElyea@mt.gov>; McElyea, Russ <RMcElyea@mt.govs;
McMahon, Michae! <Michael. McMahon@mt.govs; Me nahan, Michae | <MManahan@mt.govs; Mosas, Michae!
<MMosas@mt.gov>; Murnion, Nickolas <NMurnion@mt.govs; Ohman, Peter <Peter.Ohman@mt.gov>; Oldenburg, Jon
<J0idenburg@mt.govs; Dison, Robert <ROIson3@mt.govs: Parker; John <lohn.Parker@mt.govs; Rlggar, Olvia
<0lhia.Riege r@mr.gov>; Seeley, Kathy <KSeelay@mt.govs; Snipas Ruiz, Kaydea <KSnipesRulz@mt.gov>; Souzs, Rodney
<RSowa@mt.gov>; Spaulding, Randal <rspaulding@mt.gov>; Todd, Gregory <GTodd@mt.govs; Ulbricht, Heidi
<HUlbricht@mt.govs; Vannatta, Shane <Shane.Vannatta@mt.govs; Wald, Matthaw <Matt.Wald@mt.govs; Whelan; Bob
<Robert Whelan@mt.gov>; Wilson, Dan <Dariie LWilson@mt.gov>
Subject: Re: 58140

lagree with Judges Recht and Laird.

-



From: ) ,  Deschamps, Dusty :

Sent Friday, January 29, 2021 1:52 PM ’

To: , Mclaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Miloe Rice, Jim; McKInnon, Laurie; Baker, Bethy Shea, Jim;
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingric; Abbott, Chris Allison, Robert; Bargar, Luke: Best,
Eltzabethy Bidegaray, Katherine Brown, John; Brown, Stephen; Christapher, Deboraty
Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davies, Colatte; Dayton, Ray; Eddy, Amy; Fzhr, Jessica;
Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, L eslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, Michael;
Judge Holly Browny Judge Mike Salvagni; Knisely, Mary Jang; Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman,
John; Laird, Yvonne; Larsori, Johry Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Mantey, James; hiarks,
Jason: McE[yea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; Menahan, Michazl; Moses,
Michael; Murnlon, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jony Otson, Robert; Parker; John:

"Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seéley, Kathy; Snipes Rulz, Kaydee; Souza,-Rodnay;

Spaulding, Randal; Tedd, Gregory; Wibricht, Heldi; Vannatta, Shane: Wald, Matthew;
Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: . RE: SB1 40

"1 opposa this bill. Apart from being unconstitutional In violation of iMont. Const. Art. VI, §812) which requires s
nomination commission, itrequires at least 70 days or more, which Is too long In some circumstances, and as others
have noted would make the judicial selzction process overtly polltlcal As Judges Recht and Laird hava pointed owt, the
current procass may need somge reform, but this blll will not accomplishthat objective.




From: Lint, Jennifer

Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 3:57 PM

- To Recht, Howard: McLaughlin, ‘Betty McGrath, Mike Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker,

N ) Beth; Shes, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chrls; Allison, Robert; Berger

Lukeé; Best, Blizabetty Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, Johry Brown, Stephen; Christopher
Deboraly Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, Davidy Davles, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps,
Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, Jessica Gllbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashiey; Harris,
Donald; Hayworth, Michael Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnt Krisely, Mary Jang;
Krueger, Kurt' Kutzmap, Johry Laird, Yvonne Larson, John; Leving Michelé; Manlgy,
James; Marks, Jasorm; McElyea Rlanng; NcElyea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; Menahan,
Michael; Moses, Michaet Murnion; Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jory Olson,
Robert; Parker, Johin; Rieger, Olivig; Sealey, Kathy; Snipas Ruiz, Kaydeg; Souza, Rodney;
Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; UBlbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shane 'Wald, Matthew
Whelan, Bob; Wilsan, Dan

Subject: RE; SB140

1

| opposa the Bill, but dp not disagree that the process ean be I‘mproved. | concur with the comments about the import
of citizen input, and loathe to place the power of reviews of potential judges in one person’s hands.

Howaver, as someone who heard some of the questioning of Judge.Recht In person, and then also reported to me by
completely appalled members of thelocal bar who sat in the hearings, many of the questions asked Judge Recht were

way ot of bounds. Soundslike Judge Eddy suffered the same. ‘While | did not get posed offensive quastions, many

were smarmy and delivered.in a demeaning manner. | also g0t many excellant, probative questions, and sound advice
(Judge John Brown saying, *you have to decide, are you prepared to do that”). Bottom line Is the inappropriate,

baselass, offensive and argumentative.questigning came from the-non-attornay and non-judgé members. Puttihg infor -

a udge position shouldn’t be that yo u've now consented to bejng a punching bag and Insulted, and you Just smnle and
takeit

 (stepping off soap box now)

Jennifer



From:' ) . Oldenburg, Jon

Sent . Friday, J anuary 29, 2021 616 PM ; -
To: Lint enrifer; Recht, Howard: Mclaughlin, Betty McGrath, Mike: Rice, Jim;McKinnon,
- . Laurie; Baker, Betly. Sheg, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison,

- Robert; Berger, Luke; Best, Elzabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, John; Brown, Stephery

CHristopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthaw Cybulski, David; Davles, Colette; Dayton, Ray;
Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada,
Ashley; Harrls, Donald; Hayworth, Michael; Judge Holly Browrg Judge Mike Sakagni;.
Knisely, Mary Jane Krueger, Rurf; Kutzman, Johry Laird, Yvonne; Larson, Johry Lavine,
Michele: Mantey, James: Marks, Jasory McElyea, Rienne: McElyeg, Russ; McMahon,
Iichael; Menahan, Michasl; Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Olson,
Robert;.Parker, John; Rieger, Olivig, Seeley, Kathy; Snipas Ruiz, Kaydée; Souza, Rodney;
Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shane Wald, Matthews
Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: , RE: $8140

s

Having never been throtigh the process, | must agree with those Judges that believe a through study is needed. 1am

against centering the appointment without public input. |am therefore against this Bill. Theszappointments cannot be
political,

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer




From: - Krueger, Kurt
senz - Sunday, January 31, 2021 3:38 PM
To: : Brawn, Johry Mclaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnori, Laurie; Baker, Betly
' Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke;
Best, Elizabeth; Bidegaray, Kathering Brown, Stephery Chiistopher, Deborah; Cuffe,
Matthewg Cybulski, David: Davies, Cotette; Dayton, Ray; Daschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy;
Fehr, Jessicay Gilbert, Brenda Halligan, Leslle; Harada, Ashiey; Harrls, Donald: ‘Haywaorth,
Michasl; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni Knisaly; Mary Jane; Kutzman, Johny
Lalrd, Yvonne Larson, John; Leving Michele; Lint, Jennifer: Manlay, James, Marks, Jasory
McéElyea, Riznne: McElyea, Russ: MchMahon, Michaek Menahan, Michagt Moseas, Michael;
Murnion, .Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldénburg, Jory Qlson, Robert; Parker, Johry Racht,
Howard; Riegas, Olivia; Seelay, Kathy; Snipes Ruz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney; Spaulding,
Randal: Todd, Gregory, Ulbricht, Heldl; Vannatta, Shane: Wald, Matthew; Whelan, Bab

i - Wilson, Dan
Subject: RE:SB140 _.

1 am also adamantly oppose this bill,
KurtKrueger

District Cowutt Judge

-Butre, MT

From: Brown .lohn <JBrown3@mt gov>

Sent; Friday, January 295, 2021 9:06 AM

To: McLayghlin, Beth <bmclaughlin®@mt:gov>; McGrath, Mike <mmegrath@mt.govs; Rlce Jim<jrice@mt.govs;
McKlnnon Laurie <LMcKinnon@mt.govs; Bakar, Beth <bbaker@mt.gov>; Shea, Jim <JimShea@mt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirk
<dsandefur@mt.govs; Gustafson, Ingrid <|Gustafson@mt.gw>~ Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbotrt@mt.gov>; Allison, Robeért
<RAllison@mt.govs; Berger, Luke <Luke. Berger@mt.gow Bast, Ellzabath <EBast@mt.gov>, Bidegaray, Katharine
<kbldegaray@mt.gov>; Brown, Stephen <Stephen Brown@mt, eov> Christopher, Deborah <dchrlstopher@mt.gov>
Cuffe, Matthaw <Matthew.Cuffe@mt.govs; Cybulski, David <dcy bulskl@mt gov>; Davies, Colette

<Colette Davies@mt.gov>; Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mit.govs; Descharaps, Dusty wduchamps@mr sove; Edcy, Aray
<AEddy@mt.gov>; Fehr, lessica'<Jessica.Fehr@mt.zov; Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbert@mt.gove; Halllgan, Leslie
<LHalligan@mt.gov>; Harada, Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mt.govs; Harris, Donald. <Donald. Harrls@mt.gov>: Hayworth,

. Michael <IMHayworth@mt.zov>; ludge Holly Brown <hbbpc@aspanproof.coms; Judge MikeSalyagnl

<msalvagnl@aol .com>; Knlsaly, Mary Jane <MKnisely@mt.gov>; Krueger, Kurt <kkrueger@mt.zovs; Kutzman, Johh
<JKutzman@mr.gov> Lalrd, Yvonne <Ylaird@mt.gov>; Larson, John <johlarson@mt.gouy; Levine, Michele
<tdichele.Levine@mt.gov>; LUnt, lennifer <Jennifer.Lint@mt.govs; Manley, James </Manley@mt.govs; Marks, Jason
<lason Marks@rt.sove; MeElyes, Rienne <Rienne McElyea@mt.gov> ;' McElvea, Russ <RMcEly2a@mt.govy; McMahon,
Michaal <MichaelMcldahon@mt.gov>; Menahan, Michael <Mienshan@mt.govs; Mosas, Michael
<MMoses@mt.gov>; Murnion, Nickolas <Nlurnion@mt.govs; Oliman, Peter <Peter Ohman@mt.govs; 0Oldanbure,Jon
<JQldenburg@mit.gov>; Glson, Robert <ROIson3@mt.covs; Parker, John <john.Parker@mt.govs; Recht, Howard
<Howard.Recht@mt.gov>; Rieger, Olivia <Olivia.Rieger@mt.gov>; Seeley, Kathy <KSeeley@mt.govs; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee
<KSnlpesRuiz@met.gov>; Souza, Ronney<PSouza@mt =ov>-SpauIdIn=, Randal «<rspaulding@mt., gov>; Todd, Gregory
<GTodd@tnt.govs; Ulbrieht, Heldi <HUIbricht@mt.gove; Vannatta, Shane <Shane.Vannatta@mt.govs; Wald, Matthew



<Matt Wald@mr.gw> Whelan, Bob <Robe r\Whelan@mr.govs; Wilson, Dan <Danial. Wilsan@mt.gov>
SUbJect' RE: SB140 ‘ ' : :

Beth, | definitzly oppose this bill. \ i
From: Mclauﬂhlm Beth <hmclauehnn@mt gov>

Sont: Friday, January 29, 2021.7:27 AM

To: McGrath, Mike <mmeerath@mt.govs; Rice, Jim <jrice@me: go > Mckinnon, Laurie <LMicKinnon@mr.govs: Baker,
Beth <bbaker@mt.cov>; Shea, Jim <limShea@mt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirk <dsandefur@mt.cov>: Gustafson, Ingrid
<lGustafson@mt. sov>; Abhott, Chris <Chris Abbott@mt govs; Allisoh, Robart <RAllison@mt eows; Berger, Luke

<Luke Berger@mt.govs; Best, Elizabeth <EBest@mt. govs; Bidegaray, Katherine <kbidegaray@mt.gov>; Brown, John

< 1Brown3@mr.agu>; Brown, Stephen <Stephen Brown@mt.govs; Christopher, Deborah <dehristopher@mt.govs; Cuffe,
‘Matthew <Matthew.Cuffe@mt.eov; Cybulski, David <deybulski@mt.gov>; Davies, Colette <Colette.Davies@mt.gov>;
Dayton, Ray <RDavtohi@mt.gov>; Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamns@mt sovs; Eddy, Amy <AEddv@me govs; Fehr,
Jessica <Jessica. Fehr@mt.eovs; Gilbart, Brenda <BGibert@mr,zovs; Hailigan, Leslie <LHalllgan@®mr.cov>; Harada,
Ashley <Ashley Harada@mt.gov»; Harrls, Donald <Donald.Haris@tat.gav>; Hayworth, M Ichael <MHayworth@mt.eovs;
Judga Holly Brown <hbbpo@aspenproot.com>; Judge Mike Salvagni cmsatvaeni@acl.com>; Knlsely, Mary Jane
<pAKnislv@mt.gove; Krueger, Kurt <kkrogse i ovs; Kutzman, John <lKutzman@mt sovs; Laird, Yvonne
<YLalrd @nit covs; Larson, John <johlarson@me.oov>; Levine, Michele <Michels Levine@mru.sovs; Lint, Jannfer
<Jennifer.lint @mt: sovs; Manley, James <IManley@mt.gavs; Marks, Jason <lason.Marks@mt.gows; MeElyea, Rianne
<Rignne McElvea@mt. pov>; MeElyea, Russ <RhicEvea@mt.gdv; McMahon, Michaal <Michagl. McMahon@mt.govs;
Menahan Michael <MMenshan®@mt.gove; Moses MlchaeI<MMoses@mt gov=; Murnion, Nickolas

< Mumlon@mt gov; Obmian, Peter <Peter.Ghman@mr. eow Cldanburg, lon <Jcldenburgr5bmt gavs; Olson, Robert
<ROlson3@mt. gov>; Parker, John<John.Parker@mt.covs; Recht, Howard <l_10ward Recht@mt oovs; Rieger, Olivia
<Olivia Risgar@mt. sov>; Seeley, Kathy <KSeeley@me govs; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnlgesRuu_@mt 20v>; Souza, Rodney
<RSowa@mt.eovs; Spaulding, Randal <. spaulding@mt 20v>; Todd, Gregory <GTodd@mt.gov>; Ulbricht, Haldi
<HUlbricht @t govs-; Vannatta, Shane <Shate: Vannatta@mt.cov>; Wald, Matthaw <Matt Wald@mt govs; Whealan, Bob
. <Rebert Whelan@mtgov>; Wikson, Dan <Danlel Wilson@ mt.gov>

Subject: SB140 / L

Folks, v

Attachadisa bil t_hat\ludg,e Todd has asked MJA to review snd take a position on, Please take a look at it —sorry to do

this to you again but use the voting buttons [acceptf rajact) on your toolbar, If youcan’t find the voting button, Just
shoot me 3 nota.

Thanks,

Beth Mclaughlin
Supreme Court Administ rator ' . '
2306-841-2966 '
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From: Dayton, Ray

Sent: Monday, February 1, 2021 7:01 AM
To: Olson, Robert; Whelan, Bob; McLaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Mike; Ricé Jim; McKinnon,

Laurie; Baker, Bathy Sheg, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison,
Robert; Berger, Luke;Best, Elizabethy Bidegaray, Kathaiinge; Brown, John; Brown, Stephen;
Chiristopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davies, Colatte; Daschamps,.
Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, Jessicy Glibart, Brenda; Halligan, ‘Laslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris,
Donal'd; Hayworth, Michaet Judg_e Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnt Knisaly, Mary Jane;
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, Johry Laird, Yvonne: Larson, John; Levine Michele; Lint; Jennifer;
Maniley, Jam es;‘Marks, Jasory.McElyea, Rienng; McElyes, Russ; MéMahon, Michael
Menahan, Michael; Moses, MicHagl: Murriton, Nickolas; Ohman, Pater; Oldenburg, Jory
Parker, Johry Racht, Howard; Rieger, Ollvia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydae; Sowza,
Rodney; Spaulding, Randat Todd, Gragory; Ulbricht, Heidf Vannatta, Shane; Wald,
Matthews Wilson, Dan

Subject: . ‘ 'RE: 58140

1 oppose.

Ray J. Daytory

District J udge

3rd Judicial Distri¢t Court

800 S. Main /
Anaconda, MT 597141

406-563-4044




From: .
Sent:
To:

Subject:

~

- Gilbert, Brenda )

Monday, February 1, 2021 10.35 AM

MclLaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Bethy Shea, Jim;
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chrig Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best,
Ehzabeth, Bidegamy, Kathering Brown, John; Brown, Stepher; Christapher, Deboraty
Cutfe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davles, Colette Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy,
Amy; Fehr, Jessica Halligan, Leslle: Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Haywoith, Michael:
Judge Holly Browry Judge Mike Salvagni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman,
John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, Johry Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Manley, James; Marks, -
Jason; McElyea, Rienne; McElyes, Russ' Mavahon, Michazl; Menahan, chhael Moses,
Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Otman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jory Olson, Robert; Parker, John
Recht ,Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydes; Sauza, Rodney;

Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gragory; Ulbricht, Heidi' Vannatta, Shane Wald, Matthevy
Whelan, Bob: Wlson, Dan
RE: SB140 >

Beth, ] amapposad to this bill. Brenda



From: Murnion, Nickolas
Sent: Monday, February 1, 2021 1039 AM
Tos McLaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie* Baker, Bath; Shea, Jim; ,

} Sandefur, Dirke Gustafson, ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allisori, Robert; Barger, Luke: Best,

' Elzabethy Bidegaray, Kathering; Brown, Jéhn; Brown, Stephery Christopher, Deboraky
Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy,
Amy; Fehr, Jessicy; Glibert, Brenda; HalBgan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald;
Hayworth, Michaet Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salva ang Knisely, Mary Jane;
Kruager, Kurt; Kutzman, Johr Laird, Yvonne Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer:

~Manley, Jameg Marks, Jasory M¢Eyes, Rienng; McElyes, Russ; McMahon, Michaal
Menahan, Michael; Moses, Michazl; Ohm an; Peter; Oldariburg, Jor; Olson, Robert;
Parker, Johry Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Sealay, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Soura
Rodney; Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heid Vannatta, Shane; Wald,

’ Matthew; Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan
Subject: RE: $B140.

’4

| also adamantly oppose,



