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1. I am a licensed, practicing attomey in the State of Montana, and am currently

employed by the Montana Department of Justice, Office of the Attorney

General.

2. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a compilation of emails exchanged between

Montana Supreme Court Administrator, Beth McLaughlin, and every Montana

Supreme Court Justice and District Court Judge, utilizing government email

accounts.

3. I am disclosing Exhibit A consistent with my ethical obligations under the

Montana Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 8.3(b).

4. Pursuant to Rules 12(10) and 29(1), M. R. App. P., the extraordinary

circumstances presented by Exhibit A justify the overlength combined motions

and supporting argument filed herewith by the Govemor.

5. I hereby declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of

America and the State of Montana that the foregoing is true and correct.

Respectfully submitted this 1st day of Apiril, 2021.

By: /s/ Derek J. Oestreicher
Derek J. Oestreicher



DECLARATION OF
DEREK J. OESTREICHER

EXHIBIT A



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I served a true and correct copy of the foregoing document by

email to the following addresses:

A. Clifford Edwards Edwards & Culver
1648 Poly Drive, Suite 206
Billings, MT 59102
Ph: (406) 256-8155
Fax: (406) 256-8159
Email: cliff@edwardslawfirm.org

James H. Goetz
Goetz, Baldwin & Geddes, P.C. PO Box
6580
35 North Grand Avenue Bozeman, MT
59715
Ph: (406) 587-0618
Fax: (406) 587-5144
Email: jim@goetzlawfirm.com

Date:  April 1, 2021 /s/ Rochell Standish
ROCHELL STANDISH



.Picsm: • McLaughlin,Seth
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 7:27 AM
To: McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; rvicKinn on, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk;

Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke;Ilest, Elizabeth; Bidegaray,
Katherine; Brown, John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew;

•CybUlski, Davic1;10avies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Du Sty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
Jessica.; Gilbert, Brer)da; Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth,
Michael; Judge Holly Brown; Judge ivlike Šalvagni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kutt;
Kutzman; Joh n; Laird, Yvonne; LarOn, John; Levine, Michele; Lint, Jen nifec Manley,
James; Marks, Jason; McElyea, Rierine; MtElyea, Russ; McMahon,-Michati; Menahan,

• Michbel;.Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Oh man, Peter; Oldenburg, Jon; Olson,
Robert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee;
Sduza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randal; Todd,Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shane;
Wald; Matthew; Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject SB 140
Attachments: LCIO94 (1).pdf

Folks,

Attached is a bill that Judge Todd has a sked i.%4.1A to review and take a position On. Please take a look at it — sorry to do
this to you again but use the voting buttons (accept/reject) on your toölba r. If you can't find the voting button, just
shoot me a note.

Thanks,

Beth McLaughlin
Supreme Court Administrator
46-841,2966



From: Halligan, Leslie
Sent Friday, J pruary 29,2021 8:04 AM
To: Best Elizabeth
Cc McLaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim;

Sandefur, Dirk; Gusstafson, I n grict Abbott Chr15<Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Bidegaray,
Katherine; Brown, John; Eirox4 Stephen; Christopher, Deboratt Ctiffe, Matthent

- Cybuiskl, Devitt Davies, Co lettq Dayton, Ray Descharn ps, DustylEd dy, Amy; Fehr,
Jesslca;'Gilbert 8rend4 Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald;Htyworth, Michaet Judge Holly
Brown; Judge Mike Salve gni; KnIsely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kut Kutzmarv John; Laird,
Yvonne; Lars on, Johrv Levine,IvIlchele; Lint, Jennifer; Manley, Jam es; Marks, Jason;
McElyea,Alenne; NicE ea, Ru0., McMahon, MichacF; Manahan, Michaet Moses, Mi\cha el;

• Murni on, NickolaS; Ohm bn, Peter; Oldenburg, Jort Olson, Robeit; Parker, John: Recht
Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney Spauiding,
Randal; To dd, Gregory Ulbricht Heidi; Vannatta, Shane;Wald, Matthew, Whelark gob;
Wilson, Dan

Subject: Re: SB140

l'm in opposition to the bilL
Judge Halligan

Sent torn my !Phone

On Jan 29, 2021, at 7:99 AM, Best, Elizabeth <EBestEtrnt.gov> wrote:

I can't find the button but E oppose.

Eiizab.eth A. Best
District Court Judge
415 S econd Ave. No., R omit 203
Great Fills, MT 59401
Phone: 406. 77 1.3950
Email: ebestimt eov
Zoom: http ://m t-
nov o oni .us.991 95S 45 71 1 07pw &92FLUDRNTNT tiyonFwkiXhYV0 0 06133 T.Zz 09 
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From: Brown, John
Sent Friday, J anuary 29, 2021 9:06 AM •
To: McLaughilri Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Betft Shea, Jim;

Sandefur, 'Citric Gustafson. Ingrid; Abbott Chris, Allison, Robert Berger, Luke; Best
Elizabeftc 'Mega ray, Katherlrm Brown, Stephen; Chrlstopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew,
Cybulski,Davict Davies, Coiett Dayton, Ray; Des cham ps, Dusty; _Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
Jessida; Gilbert Brenda; Halligan, LeSile; Harada, Ashley; HarriS, Donald; HaywortN
Michael; Judge Holly Brown;Judge Mike Salvagnt Knlsely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt
Kutzman, ..1Ohrt Laird, Yvonnq Lirstm, Johrt Levin Michele, Lint, Jennifer, Manley,
Jam es;MarkF, Jasort McBlyea, Rienrie;•McE ea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; Men ahan,
Michael; Moses, Michaet Murnion, N ickoiasf Ohman, 'Peter; 01 denburg, Jort bison,
Robert•Parker,John; Recht, Howard; Rieger,Clivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee;
Souza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randal:Todd. Gregõry; Ulbricht Heidt Vannatti, Shanev.
Wald, MattheN.Wbelan, bob; WilSon, Dan

Subject: RE: SB140

Beth, I definitely oppose this NI.

From: McLaughlin, Beth <bmclauehlin@mt.go%o•

•Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021.7:27AM
To: McGrath, Mike <mmcgrath@rnt.gov>;.Ric e, Jim irice@mt.gov>; McKinnon, Laurie <LMcKinnon@mt.gov>; Baker,
Beth <bbaker@mt.gov>; Shea, Jim <J1mSh ea@ mt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirk <dsandefir@mt.gov›; Gustafson, Ingrid
<IGustafson@mt.gow; Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbott@mt.gow; Allison, Robert <RAillson@mt.gov>: Berger, Luke
<Luke.Berger@mtgov>; Best, Elizabeth <EBest@Mt.gov,-; Bidegaray, Katherine <kbiclegaray@rnt.gov>; Brown, John;
<1Brown3@mtgov>; Brown, Stephen <Step hen.B rown@ mt.gov>; Christopher, peborah cdchristophei•pmt.goo,:t
Matthew <Nlatthew.Cuffe@mt.gov>; Cybulskl, David <dcyb ulski@mt.gov>; Davies, COlette <Colette.Davies@mt.gov?:
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.gowl Deschamps;Dusty <ddeschampt 6 mtgov›; Ed dy;AmY <AEddy@rnt.govn.Fehr,
Jessica <Jessica.Fehr@mt.gov>; Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbert@mt.goy>; Nalfrgan, Leslie <LI-Ialligan@mt.gov>; Harada,
Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mtgo;2>; Harris, Donald <Donald:Harris mt.goV>: Hayworth;MiChael <MI-layWorth@mt.gov›;
;Judge Holly Brown 1•11ibpc@aspenproof.com>: Judge Mika SaNagni <rnsalvaini@aoLcorri›; Knisely, Mary Jane
<MKnisely@mt.govs; Krueger, Kurt <kkruegerg mt.g au>: Kutzrnan, John <JKutznian@mt.govn Laird, Yvonne
<YLaird@mt.gov>; La rson, John <johlarson@mt.gov>; Levine, Niicheie <Mlchele.Levine@mt.gov>; Lint, Jennifer
<Jennifer.Unt@mt.gov>; Manley, Jerries <JMahley@mt.eovs: Marks, Jason <Jason.Marks ernt.gtv>: McElyea, Rienne
<Rienne.McElyea@mt.gov>; McElyea, Russ <RMcEtyea@mt.gov>: McM a hon, Michael <Mibhael.McMahon@mtgov>:

nahan, Michael <MMenahan@mt.gov>.; Wises, Michael <MMoses@mt.goV>.: Mingo
<NMumion@mt.gov>; Ohrnan, Peter <Pete r.Ohman@mtgov?; Oldenburg, Jon <Joldenburggmt.gov>; Olson, Robert
<ROlson3@mt.gov>;. Parker; John<John.Parker@rnt.gbv>; Recht,Howard <Howard.ikecht@mt.gov>; Rieger, Olivia
<Olivia.Rieger@mt.gov>; Seeley, Kat* <k Se,a ley 6mt.sov>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnipesRulz@mt.gov›; Souza, Rodney
<RSouza@mt.gov>: Spaulding, Randal <rspaulding@mt.golA; TOdd, Gregory <GToddgint.gOv>: Ulbricht, Heidl
<HUlbricht@mt.govs; Vannatta, Shan e<ShaneYannatta@mt.gov>; Wald, Matthew <Matt.Wald@mt.gov>; Whelan, Bob
<Robert.Whelahp mt,gov>: Wilson, Den <Daniel.Wllson@mt.gov$
Subject: SB140

Folks,

Attached is a bill that Judge Todd has asked:M.IAto'review and take a position on. Please,take a lbok at it —sorry to do
this to you again but Use the voting buttons. (accept/reject) on your toblbar. If you can't find the voting button, just
shoot me a note.



From: Whelan, Bob
Sent Friday, January 29, 2021'10:1B AM
To: McLaUghlin, Betlx•McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; '

Sa nd eftir, Diric Gustafson, I ngtfct Abbott Chrig orN Robert Berger, Luke; Best.
Elizabeth; Bidegatay, Katherine Brom, John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah
Cuffe, Matthew Cyioulski, David; Davies, Colettg Dayton. Ray; beScham ps, Dusty; Eddy,
Amy; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, LesUe; Harada,,Ashley; Harris, Donald;
Hayworth. Michaet Judge Holfy Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnt Knis cry, Ma ry Jane;
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzmari, Johri; Laird, Yvonng Larson,. John; Levine, MI chele; Lint, Jennifer;
Manley, Jam eg Marks, Jason; McElyea, Rienne; McElye a, Russ; McMahon, Mich et
Menahan, Michael; Moses,'Michael;.Murnion, NickOlas; Ohrn an, Peter; Oldenbtirg, Jon;
Olson, Robert Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Meg er, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes
Kaydee;'Squza;Rodney; Spaufding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht Vieiscit ikrinatta,
Shang Wald,,Matthew; Wilson, Dan

Subject: SB140

Beth

am opposed.

.Hog. Robeit,.T..Mjelnis
Yrulicial,Disitici,Dipt. 2

_ „ . _ _ _
From: McLaughlin, Beth <bmciaughlinpmt.gov>
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 7:27 AM
To: McGrath, Mike <mmcgrath@mt.gov>; Rice, Jim <JrIce@mtgov>; McKinnon, Laurie <LMcKinnon@mt.gov>; Baker,
Beth <bbaker@not.gakr>; Shea, Jim <JimShea&rnt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirk <dsandefur@mt.gov>; Gustafson, Ingrid
<IGustafson@mt.gov>; Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbott6mt.gov>; Allison, Robert <RAIllsongint.gov>; Berger, Luke
<Luke.Berger@mt.gov>; Best, Elizabeth <EBest@mt.govs; Bldegaray, Katherine <kbidegeray@nit.gov>,;-Brown, John
<JBrown9@mt.gov>; Brown, Stephen <Stephen:Brown@mt.govs; Christopher D ebo rah <dchr Istopher@mteov>; Cuffe,
Matthew <Matthew.Cuffe@mt.gov>; Cybrilski, David <dcybulski@mt.gov>; Davies, Colette <Colette.Davies@mt.gov>;
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.gov>; Deschamps, Dusty <dcleschamps@mt.gov>; Eddy, Amy <AEddy@mt.gov>; Fehr,
Jessica <Jessica,Fehr@mtgov>; Gil bert,'Brenda <8 Gilb ertprnt.gov>; Halligan, Leslie <LH a [lige n@mt.gov>: Ha rada,
Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mt.gov>; Harris, Donald <Donald.Harris@mt.gov>; Haworth, Michael <MHayworth@mt.gov>;
Judge Holly Brown <hbbpc@aspenproof.com>; Judge Mike Selvagni <msalvagni@aol.com>; Knisely, Mary Jane ,
<MKnisely@mt7gov>; Krueger, Kurt <kkrueger6mt.gov>; Kutzman, John <1Kutzmangimt.gov>; Laird, Yvonne
<Ylaird@mt.gov>; Larson, John <Joh la rsongimt.gov>; Levine, Michele <Michel e.Levine6 rnt.gov>; Unt, Jennifer
<lennifer.Unt@mt.gov>; Manley, James <Alan ley@mt.govs; Marks, Jason <lason.Mar{ks@mt.gov>; McEivea, Rlenne
<Rienne_McElyea@mt.gov>; McElyea, Russ <RMcElyea@mt.gov>: McMahon, Michael <Michael.McMahon@mt.gov>;
Me nahan, Michael <MMenahan@mt.gov>; Moses, Michael <MMoses@mt.gov->; Murnion, Nickolas
<NMurnion@mt.gov;; Ohman, Pete r <Pete r.Ohman@mt.gov>; Oldenburg, Jon <JOIdenburg@mt.gov>; Olson, Robert
<ROlson3@mt.gov>';'Parker, John <John.Parker@mt.govs; Recht, Howard <I-loward.Recht@mtgov>: Rieger, Olivia
<Olivia.Riege rgmt.gav>; eley, Kathy <KSeeley@mt.gov>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KS nipesRulz@mt.gov>; Souza, Rodney
<RSouza@mt.gov>; Spa ulding, Randal< rspaulding@mtgov>; Todd, Gregory <GTodd@mt.gov>; Ulbricht, Heidi
<HUIbricht@mt.gov>; Vannatta, Shane •5Shane.Vannatta @mt.govs; Wald, Matthew <Matt:Wald@rnt.gov>; Whelan, Bo b_
<Robert_Whelan@mt.gov>; Wilson. Dan -<Daniel.Wilson6. mi.gov>
Subject: SB140.



From: Cy bulski,David
Sent Friday, january 29, 2021 10:29 AM
To: McLaughlin, Beth McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth Shea, Jim;

Sandefur,: Dirig Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best
Elizabeth Bldegaray, Katherin Brown, JOhri; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah
Cuffe; Matthew, Davies, Co!ette; Dayton, Ray; DesthaMps, Dusiy; Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
Jessica; Gilbert Brenda; HallIgah L.eslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth,
Michael; Judge. Holly Brown;:Judge Mike Salvagnt Knisetr, Mary Jane; Krueget, Kurt
Kutzman John; Laird, Yvonim Larson John; Levine, MIchele;'Lint, Jennifer; Manley,
James; Marks, Jason McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ; .McMahitin, Nlichael; Manahan,
Michael; Moses, Michaet Murnlon Nickolas; Ohrnah 'Peter; Oldenburg, Jon; Olson.
Robert Parker, John; Recht, Howard;RI eger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Rulz, Kayde
Souza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randat Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidt Vannatth, Shank
Wald, Matthek; Whelan, Bob; WIlsoh Dan

Subject: RE: SB14O

I oppose.

Shäuldn'tthls be something that Is the product of several years of study and debate?

From: McLaughlin, Bath <bmclaughtin@mt.gov>
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 7:27 AM.
To: McGrath, Mike <inmcgrath@mt.gov>; Ric e, Jim <jrice@mt.goV>; McKinnon, Laurie <1.McKinnon@mt.gov›; Baker,
Beth <b baker@mt.gov;; Shea, Jim <Jimshea@mt.gov›; Sandefur, Dirk <cis andefur@mt.gov>: Gustafson, Ingrid
<IGustafson@mt_gov>; Abbott, Chris <Chris.Ab bott@mt.gov>;Allis on, Robert <RAllison@mt,gov>; Berger, Luke
<Luke. Berger @mt.gov>; Best, Eiizabath <EBest@mt.govs; B Wage ray, Katherine <kbidegaray@ rnt:gov>; Brown, John
<J2rown3@mt_goy>fBrown, Stephen <Step hen.Brown@mt.gc4>; Christopher, Deborah -eel christopher@mt.gov; Cuffe,
Matthew <Matthew.Cuffe@mt.govs; Cybulskl, David <dcybulski@mt.gov>; Davies, Colette <Colette.Davies@mt.gov›;
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@rnt.gov>; Deschamps, Dusty <dcleschamps@mt.gov›; Eddy,Arny <AEddy@mt.gov>;.Fehr,
Jessica <Jessica.Fehr@mtgov>; Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbert@mt.gov>; Halligan, Leslie <LHalligan@mt.gov>: Harada;
Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mt.gov>; Harris, Donald <Donald.1-larris@mt.gov>; Hayworth, Mldhael <MHayworth@mt.gov›;
Judge Holly Brown <hbbpc@aspenproof.com>; Judge Mika Satvagni <msalvapieaoUoms;.Knisely, M a ry.la ne
<MKnisely@mt.gov?; Krueger, Kurt <kkrueger@mt.gov›; Kutzm an, John <JKutzman@int:golin Laird; Yvonne
<YLaird@mt.gov>; Larson, John <johlarson@mt.gov>; Levine, Michele <Michelelevirie@mt.gow; Unt, Jennifer
<Jennifer.Unt@rnt.gov>; Manley, Jame_s <JM anlay@mt.gov>; Marks', Jason <jason.Marks@mt.gov>; McEtyea, Rienne
<Rienne,McElyea@mt.gov›; McElyea, Russ<RMcElyea@mt.gpv>; McMahon, Michael <Nsichael.McMahon@mt.gov.>:
Me nahan, M Iche I <MMenahan@mt.gowl,Moses, Michael <NI Moses @mt.gov>; Murnion, Nickolas
<NMurnion@mt.gov>; Ohma,n, Peter <Peter.Ohman@mt.gov>; Oldenburg, Jon <JOldenbu rg@mt.gov>,; Olson, Robert
<ROlson3@mt.gov>; Parker, John <John.Parker@mt.gov>: Recht, Howard <Howard.Recht@mt.gov>: Riegar, Olivia
<Olivla.Rieger@mt.gov>; Seeley, Kathy <KSealey@mt,gov>; Snipes Rutz, Kaydee <KS nip es.Rti lz mt.gov>: Souza,'R odney
<RSouza@mt.gcv›; Spaulding, kandal<rspaulding@mt.gov); Todd, Gregory <GTodd@mt.gov?; Ulbricht, Heidi
<HUlbricht@mt.goVn Vannatta, Shane <She ne.Vannattaaom t.govs; Wald, Matthew-cMatt.Wal d@mt.gow; Whelan, Bob
<Robert.Whelan mt.govn \Nils; n,. Dan <Da n le I.Wilson @ mt .gov>
Subject: S2140

Folks,



Fioin: Recht., Howard
Sent Friday, January 29, 2021 8105 AM
To: Mc Laughlin, 'Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker,.BetN Shea, JIM;

Sandefur, Dirk Gust-afson. Ingrid; Abbott Chriz Allison, Robert Berger,tuke; Best.
Elizantiv Bidegaray, Katherin4 Brown, John; Brom, Stephen; thristop4r, Deboratc
Cuffe, Matthew; Cybuisld, Daxild;pakfies, Colettei Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy,
Amy; Fehr, Jessicq Gilbert, Brenda; Halagen, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald;
HaywortlyMichael Judge Holly Bram:Judge Mike Salvagril Knisetf,'Mary Jane;
Krueger, Kurt Kutzman, John; Laird, Yvonne! Larson, John; Levine; Michele; Lint, Jennifer
Manley Jam es; Marks, Jason; McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Rtiss; McMahon;fvlichael
Menahan, Michael; M oses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohm en,. Peter; Oldenburg, Jon;
Olson, Robert Parker, John; Rieger, MANI Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydeer Souza,
Rodney; Spaulding Randal Todd, Gregory Ulbricht Heldriannatta, Shane; Wald, '
Matthew, Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: REISB140

I am not sure if this bill Ls the right fix, but hdving been through the process of being considered for a judicial .
appointment twice, in my opinion the current process of screenings by the judicial nominetion commisslon needs to be
overhauled

Ideally you would think the judicial nominatiOn coM mission would make recommendations based upon objective
criteria, ranking candidates by how they score In a matrix of accepted qualifications for a judiciel position. You would
thlnk the commission would only pass along those candidates who scored above a certain basa qualification score,.and
that the score of those who did score well enough to be recommended would go to the governor. You would also think
that eech mem bei of the judicial nornination commission would be required to disclose he Ols scoring for each
candidate.

Mit that is not how it works.The commission does not conduct-an inde pendant Investigation into tha qualifications of
candidates. The Commission does not score candidates according•to a ny disclosed objective criteria. No member is
required to disclose why shehe votes a candidate up or down. A ITI2mber of the commission can vote against a
candidate based upon race, gender, religion, or perceived political affiliation. In my case (both times) !was grilled in
certain commission members about my religion arid little else. Although.l was passed on to the governor both times,those commission mernbers who voted against me were the same -Ones who grilled me about my ialigion.

In my opinion, this needs to change.

Howard F.Recht



Frorn: Cuffe, Matthew,
Sent Friday, January 29,2021 748 AM
To: McLaughlin, Beer McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jirn; McKinnan, Laurie; Baker, Betz Shea, Jim;

Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrict Abbott Chrig Amon, Robert Berger, Luke; Best
EllzabetirBidegaray, Katherint Brown, John; Srow4 Stephen; Christopher, Deborat-i;
Cybulski, David; Davies, Colett'Daytori, Ray Deschamps, Dusty Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
Jessica; Gilbert Brench4 Halligan Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth,
Michael; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salva grit Knls eV, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt;
Kutzman John Laird, Yvonnc Larson John; Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Manley,
James; Marks„ Jason; McElyea,'Rienne; McEblea,.Russ; McMahon Michael; Men ahan,
Michael;•Nloses, Micha et Murni on, Nlckolas; Ohman Peter; Oldenburg, J o n; Olson,
Robert Parker; John; Recht, HOward; Rleger, Olivia.. Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydeg
Souza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randat Tod4 Gregory Ulbricht Heidt Vannatta, Shane; .
Wald, Matthew Whelan, Bob; Wilson Dan

Subject: RE: SB140

.14as there been any discussion as to why the chgnge?

Cuffe

Matthew J. Cuffe
District Court Judge

•

7.



From.:
Senb
To:

Subject:

Best, Elizabeth
Friday, January 29, 2021 7:39 AN!
McLaugh BetiN McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Bettv Shea, Jim;
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allisori, Robert; Berger, Luke; Bidegaray
Katherine; Brown, Johrt Brown, 'Stephen; Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthetg
Cybulski, David Davies, Colettq Dayban, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
Jessica; Gilbert Brenda;. Halligan Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth,
Michael; Judge Holly Brovvn; Judge Mike SaIvagnt Knise,Ntary, Jane; Krueger; Kur4
Kutzman, Johry Laird,Nvonnq Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Manley,
Jam es; Marks; Jason; McElyea, Rienne; McEVear Russ; McMahon, Michaelr Menah an,
Michael; Moses, Michaet" Murni on, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jon; Olson,
Robert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee:
Souza, kodney; Spaulding, Randat,Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht Heidt Vannatta, Shang.
Wald, Matthew, Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan
RE: SB140

I capit 6nct the button but I oppose.

Elizabeth A. Best
District Court Judge
415 Second Ave. No., Room 203
Great Falls, MT 59401
Phone: 406.771.3950

'

Enna, ebeste6nt. atm
Zoom: https:Ant-gov.ioorn .usq/91 95 843 7 110?pwd=Q2FLUDRvINT&McnFwV XhIlt 0 00 EB TZz 09



Rum: Eddy, Amy
Sent Friday, January 29, UV 11148 AM

- TO: Recht,i7loward; McLaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mikq Rice, Jim; McKinnon Laurie; Baker,
Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson. Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison Robert; Berger,
Luke; Pest, Elizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brawn John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher,
Deboran: Cuffe, Matthew Cybutski; Davict Davies, Colettq Dayton Ray; Deschamps,
Dusb); Fehr, less1c4 Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Lesii Harada, Ashitr; Harris,.Donald;
Haywort4 Michaet Judge Holly Brown; Jud ge Mike Saha gnt Kris*, Mari Jane;
Krueger,Kurt; Kutman, John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, John;t evine, Michefe; Unt, Jennif er,
Manley, Jam eg Marks, lasorv Mdlyea, Menne; McElyea,Rusg McMahon, Michag
Menahan Michael; Moses, Michael; Murrion. Nickolas; Ohrn an, Peter; Oldenburgdon;
Olson, Robert; Parker, John; Rleger, diivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes RuL, Kaydee; Soma.
Rodney; Spaulding, Randat Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht Etel0 Vannatta, Shane; "Mid,
Matthew; Whela n Bob; Wilson Dan

Subject: Rer SB:140

Tor almost. 50 years, since the Montana Constitution was adopted, the Judicial -Nomination
Commission has been the only method. provided by law for filling judicial vacancies. Its
composition. i s balanced to maximize judicial competence: experience, and temperament. The
individiial members of the Commissi on evolve through n.ew appointments by governors frotn
both political parties, and cifferent Supreme Court jiistices and di strid cotirt judges.

It is my belief the JNC Serves as an important insulating barrier from the Executive Branch that
preserves the independence of the judiciary.

I have been through the JNC twice. Similar to Judge Recht, on the futt time through I *as asked
inappropriate, in my mind, questions by the lay members—such as did my husband at the time
approve of my application, and did I really think it was in the best interest of my children to move
schoois. I was also asked many sophisticated and nuanced questions about the law, public s ervice
and. nonpartisanship. The JNC worked diligently to review applications and public comment,
condueted an independent investigotton, traveled to the local community to interview the
cancidates in apublic forum, and then deliberated to a decision on the names to pass on to the
Governor for appointment.

While- undoubtedly messy at tim, this process is the hallmark of a. Constitution for the
peopl e. The JNC implements Article VII, S ection 8 (2) af the 3.1ontana Constitution, as well as
other Artides of the Montana Constitution that so clearly value public participation. A &reel
appointment to the Governor undermines this direct public participation and does not add any

1 '



tanspar,ency to the process. A better way may be to simply approach the JNC about its internal
processes.

I do not support this bill.

Aniy Eddy

From: Recht, Howard '<i-loward.Recht@mt.gov>
Sent: FrJday„lanuary 29, 20218:05 AM •

, Tn: McLaughlin, Beth <bmCiaughlin@mt.gov McGrath, Mike cm mcgrath@mt.gov>;Rice, JIM <jrice@mt.gov>;.
McKinnon, Laurie <LMcKinnOn@mtgov>; Baker, Beth <bbaker@mt.gov>; Shea, Jim <JimShea @mt.govn Sandefur, Dirk
<dsandefur@mt.gov>; Gustafson, litricl <IGustafson@mtgov>; Abbott, Chris <ChrisAbbott@mt.go; Allison, Robert
<RAlBson@rnt.gov>; Berger, Lake <Luke .B2 rger@mt.gov>; Best,,Elizabeth <EBest@mt.gov>; Biciegaray, Katherine
<kbidegaray@mt.govn Brown, John <JBrOwn3@mtgovn Brown, Ste Phe n <Stephen.B rown@mt.gov>; Christopher,
Deborah <dChristophe r@mt.gov>; Cuffe, Matthew <Matthew.Cuffe@mtgov>; Cybulskl, DaVid <dcybulski@mt.gov>:
Davies; Colette <Colette.Davies@mt.govs; Dayton, Rey <RDayton@mt.gov>; Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamps@mt.gov>;
Eddy, Amy <AEddy@mt.gov>; Fehr, Jessica <Jessica. Fehr@mt.gov>; Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbert@rnt,gbv>; Halligan, Leslie.
<1.1-lalligan@mt.goVs; Harada, Ashley <Ashley .Hared a@mt.gov>: Harris, Donald <Donald.Harris@mt.gov>; Hayworth, •
Michael <MHayworth@mt.gov>; Judge Hotly Brown <hbbpc@asperiprootcomn Judge'MikeSalvagni
<msahragni@aol.comn Knisely, Mary Jane <MKnisely@mt.gov>; Krueger, Kurt<kkrueger@mt.gov>: Kutzmari, John
<JKutzman@mt.gov>;• Laird, Yvonne <YLairdgmt.gov>: Larson, John <johlarson@rot.goi>; Levine, Michele
<Michelelevine@mt.goV>; Lint, Jennifer <Jennifer.l.lnt@int.,gcni; Manley, lames <1Manley@mt.gov>; Marks, Jason
<Jason.Marks@rot.gov>; McElyea, Menne <Rienne.McElyea@mt.gov>: Mc Elyea, P.uss <RMcElyeaerntgov>;-McMahon,
Michael <Michael:McMahon @mt.gov>; Menahan, Michael <MMerrhanfornt.gov>; MoseS, Michael •

'<MMoses@mt.gov>: Mumion, Nickolas <NMurnion@mt.gov>; Ohmark, Peter <Peter.Ohman@mt.gov>; Oldenburg,Jon
<JOIdenburg@mt.gov>; Dison, Robert <ROlson3@mt.gov>;•Parker, John <John.Parker@mt.gov>; Rieger, Olivia
<Olivia.Rleger@mt.gov>; Seeley, Kethy <KSeeley@mt.gov>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydea <KSnipeskulz@mt.gov>; Souia, Rodney
<RSouza@mt,gov>;..Spaulding, Randal <rspaulciing@mt.govs; Todd, Gregory <GTodd@rnt,gov>; Ulbricht, Heidi
<HUlbricht@mt.govs; Vannatta, Shane <Shane.Vennatta@mt.gov5,; Wald, Matthew <Matt.Wald@mt.gov>; Whelan. Bob
<Robert.Whelan@mt.gov>; Wilson, Dan <Daniel.Wllson@mt.gov>
Subject: RE: S9140 •

I am not sure if this blll is the right fix, but havingbeen through the process.of being considered for a judiciai
appointment twice, ln my opinion the current precess of screenings by the judicial nomination commission needs to be
overhauled.

Ideally you would think the judicial nomfnation commission would make recommendations based upon objective
criteria, ranking candidates by how they score in a matrix of accepted qua lifieations for a judicial position. You would
think the commisOon WO uld only pass along those candidates who scored above a certain base qualification score, and
that the score of these who did score well enough to be recommended would go to the governor. You would also think
that each member of the judicial nomination commisslon would be required to discioselker/his scoring for each
candidate.

But that is not how it works.The commission does not conduct an Independent Investigation into the qualifications of
candidates. The commission doet not score candidates according to any disclosed objective criteria. NO member is
required to disclose why she/he votes a candidate up or,clown. A member of the comniission can vote against.a
candidate based upon race, gender, religion, or perceived politicataffiliation. In my case (both times) I was grilled by



certaink commission,members about my religion and little else. Although I was passed on to the governor both times;
those conimisslon members who voted against me were the same ones who grilled fne about my religion.

In my opinion, thls needs to change.

Howard F. Recht

From: Mclaughiin,.Beth<bmclaughilramtgov>
Sent: Friday, Ja nuary 29, 2021 7:27 AM.
To: McGrath, Mike <mmcgrath@rnt.govs; Rice,Jim <jrice@mt.gov>; McKinnon, Laurie <LMcKinnon@mt.gov>; Baker,
Beth <bbaker@rpt.gov>; Shea; Jim <JimShea@mt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirk <rise ndefur@mt.gov>; Gustafson, ingrid
<iGustafton@mt.gov>1 Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbott@mt.gov>; Alliscin, Robert <RAI lison0 mt.gov›; Berger, Luke
<Luke. Berger girnt.gbv>; Best, Elizabeth <EReSt@rntgov; Bldegaray, Katherine <kbidegaray@mt.gov>; Brown, John.
<1Brown3@mt.gov›; Brown, Stephen <Stephen.Brown@mt.govs; Christopher, Debb rah <dchristopher@mt.gov›; Cuffe,
Matthew <Match ew:tuffe@mt.govn Cybulski, David <dcyb ulski@mt.gbv>; Davies, Colette <Col ette.Davies@mt.g9v>;
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.gov>; Deschamps, Dusty <ddescharnps@mt.govs; Eddy, Arm <AEcidy@mt.gov>; Fehr,
Jessica <Jessica.Fehr@mt.gow; Gilbert, Brenda <BGIlbertpmt.gov>;.Halligan, Leslie <LHalligangmt.gov>; Harada,
Ashley <AShley.liarada@rnt.gov>; 1-brris, Donald <Donalcil-larris@mt.gov>; Hayworth, Michael <MHaYwoith@mt.gov>;
Judge Holly Brown <h bbpc@aspen pro of.co m>; Judge Mike Satvagni.<msalvagni@bol.com>; Knisely, Mary Jane
<MKnisely@mt.gov›; Kntegeri Kurt <kkrueger@mt.gov>; Kutzman,,John <1Kutzman@mt.gov>; Laird, Yvonne
<YLaird@mt.gov>;:Larson, John <johlarson@mtgov>; Levine, Michele <Michele.Levine@mt.gov›; Unt, Jennifer
<Jennifer.Unt@Mt.gov>; Manley, James <JManley,gmt.gov->; Marks, Jason <Jason.Mirks@mt:gov; McElyea, Rienne
<Rienne.McElyea@mtgov>; McElyea, Russ <FiMcglyea@mtiov>; McMahon, .Mic heel <Michael.McMahon@mt.gov>;
Menahen, Michael <MMenahenginn.gov>;;Moses, Michael <MMose.s@mt.gov>.,-.Mumion, Nickolas
<NMurnlon@mt.gov>; hmen, Peter <Peter.Ohman@mt.gov>; Oldenburg. Jon <I Oldenbu rg@, mt.gov,-; Olson, Robert
<ROlson.3@rnt.gov>; Parker, John <John.Parker@mt.gov>; Recht, Howard <Howard.Recht@mt,gov>; Rieger, Olivia
<Olivia.Rieger@mt.gov; Seeley, Kathy <KSee lay @mt.gov>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnipesRuli@mt.gov>; Souza, Rodney
<RSouza@mt.gov>; Spaulding, Randal <rspaulding@mt.gov; Totid,.G regory <GTodd@mt.gov>; Ulbricht, Heidi
.1-1Uthricht@mt.gov>;Vannatta, Shane<Shene.Vannatta@mt.gov>; Wald, Matthew <Matt.Wald@mt.gov>; Whelan, Bob
<Robert.Whelari@mt.govn. Wilson, Dan <Danlel.Wilson@mt.gov)
Subject: SB140

Folks,

- •
Attached is a bill that Judge Todd has asked MJA to review and take a position on. Please take a look at It —sprry to do
this to you again bbt use the voting.buttons (accept/reject) on your toolbar. ifyou can't find the votin,g button, just
shoot me a note.

Thanks,

Beth McLaughlin
Supreme Court Administrator
406-1141-2966

3



Rom: Best, Elizabeth
Sent Friday,January 29,2021 11:16 AM
To: Eddy, Amy; Recht, Howarct Mclaughllrt. Beth; McGrath, Alik Rice, Jim; McKinnon,

Laurie; Baker, Betty Shea, Jlm; Sandefur, Dirk Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott Chris; Allison,
Robert Berger, Luke; Bidegaray, Katherine;•Brown, Johr; Brown, Stephen; Christopher,
Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew, Cybulskl, Devitt Davies, Colettq Dayton, Rar, Deschamps, -
Dusty; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan,, Les114 Mande, Ashley; Harris, Donald;
Hayworth, Michaet Judge Houle Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnt Knisett, Mary lane;
Krueger, Kurt KutzmaR Johry Laird, Yvonng Larson, John; Letting Michele; Lint, Jennifer;
Manley, James; Marks, JasoN McElyea, Rienne; Mitlyea, Rusg McMahon, Aiichaet
Menahan, Michael; Mose& Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohm an, Peter, Oldenburg, Jon;
Olson, RobertParker, John; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kayde4 Sciuza,
Rodney; Spaulding, Randat Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht Heldt Vannatta, Shane; Wald,
Matthew Whelan, Boty Wison, Dan

Subject: RE SB140

I agree with Judge Eddy. My observation of the Commission has.been that each m emberhas worked extremely
hard to fuld well qualified judges. It is a constitutional body Which is one of the few that give.s voice to the
people before politics come into play. This is in contrast to the federal model which gives lip serNice to a
citizens' commission and then a sregards its recommendations.

Elizabeth A. Best
District Court judge
415 Second Ave. No., Room 203
Great Falls, MT 59401
Phone: 406.771.3950
E il ebestr§m t. gov
Zoom: https://mt- go v.z Dom .us/j..91938457110?pwd=Q2 PLIJDRvNTdMcnYwV nYvoOD dIB Zz 09
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FroM: Laird, Yvonne
Sent . Friday, J anuary 29,2021 11:03 AM
To: Eddy, Amy; Recht, Howarct McLaughliq Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon,

Laurie; Baker, BetN Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gusbfson, Ingrid; Abbott Chris; Allison,
Robert; Berger, Luke; Best, Elizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; BroWn„John; Brown Stephen;
Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, MattheW Cybulski„Davict Davies, Colette; Dayton,Ray;
Deschamps, Dusty; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda;'Halligan; Leslie; Harada,Ashley; Harris,,
D dined; Hayuvorth, Michad Judge Holy Brown; Judge Mike Saivagnt Knisely, Mary Jane;
Krueger, Kurt; Kutcrnan, Jahr; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Uri, Jennifer; Manley,
James; Nlarksdasorv MeElyea,Rienne; McElye4 Russ; McMahon, Michael; Menahart,
Michael; Moses, Michaet Murnlon, Nickolas; Ohmari, Peteq Oldenburg,Jorc Olson,
Robert; Parker, JOhn; Rieger, O1ivI4 Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydeé; Souza, Rodney;
Spaulding, Randal; Todct. Gregory; Ulbrieht, Heidi; Vannatte, Shan Wald; Matthew,
Whelan, Bob; \Nilson, Dan

Subject: RE: SB140

I am not in favor Of dissplvingthe.JRC However, l certainly think it can be overhauled to be less political and more
objective. it has been my exparlence.and nw observation tliat the JNC while not tied directiv to the executive branch,
certainly ls political. This has rasulted ln ve IN well qualified people not getting their names forwarded to the governor
for consideration and names going forward that should not. My bottotn line Is, the JNC is not working as contemplated
by the Montana Constitution and a hard look needs to be taken as to haw it should contlnue•to operate.



From:
Sent
To:

Subject:

Bldega ray, Katherine
Friday, J anuary 29, 2021 11:22 AM
Lair4 Yvonne Eddy, Amy; Recht, Howard; McLaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; RI ce, Jirn;
McKinnoni, Laurie;,Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Diric Gustafsork Ingrid; Abbott, Chris;
Allison, Robert Berger, Luke; Best, Elizabeth; Brown, John; Brown, Stephert; Christopher,
Deborah Cuffe, Matthew, Cybulski, Devitt Davies, Colette DaytOrk Ray Descham ps,
Dusty; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald;
Hayworth, Michaet Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnt KniseV, Mary Jane;
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzmari, JohrT Larson, John; Levine, Michele; tint Jennifer; Manley,
Jam espMarks, Jasorz McElyea, Rienne; McEyea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; Menahan,
Michael; Moses, Michaet Murni on, N icko las; Ohmari, Peter, Oldenburg, Jon; Olson,
Robert Parker, John; Rleger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney;
Spaulding,flandal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shane; Wald, Matthew,
Whelark:Bob; Wasork Dan
Re: SB140

agree with Judges Retht and Laird.



Frarn:
Sent
To:

Subject:

Manley, Jam es
Friday, J anuary 29,2021 11:49 AM
Bidega ray, Katherine; Laird, Yvonne; Eddy, Amy; Recht Howard; McLaughlin, Beth;
McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Diric
GustafsOn, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Rbbert Berger, Luke; Best, Elkabettt Brown,
John; BrOwri, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Mattheig Cybulski, Davict Davies,
Colettg Dayton; Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie;
Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald Hayworth, Michael; Ju dg e Holy Brown; Judge Mike
Salvagni; Knisely, Mary J a ne; Krueger, Kurt Kutzman, John; Larsor% John; Levine, Micheig
Lint Jertnifer; Marks, Jason; McElyea, Rienne; McEbrea, Russ; M cMahorl Michael;
Menahan. Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnlorl Nickolas; Ohm an, Peter; Oldenburg, Jon;
Olson, Robert; Parker,.John; RI eger, Olivig Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruk, Kaydeg Souza,
Ro dn ey;Sp aul ding, Randat Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht Held t Vannatta, Shane; Wald,
Matthew. Whelan, Bob; Wilsork. Dan.
RE SB140

It s ounds' like this bill should be studied and reconsidered in two years. It does appear sorne improvements in the
process may be advisable, but if the main concern is politicization, this bill goes the other direction.

From: Bidegaray, Katherine <kbidegaray@mt.gov>
Sent: Friday, Janua ry 29, 2021 1112 AM •
To: Laird, Yvonne <YLaird@mt.gov>; Eddy, Amy<AEddy@mt.gov>; Recht, Howard <Howarci.Recht@mt.gov>;
McLaughlin, Beth <bmclaughlinamt.govs; McGrath, Mike <mmcgrath@mt.gov>; Rice, Jim <jrice@mt.gov>; McKinnon,
Laurie <LMcKinnon@mtgovs; Baker, Beth <bbaker@rnt.gov>; Shea, Jim <JImshearaimt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirkt
-cdsandefur@mt.gov>; Gustafson, Ingrid <IGustalso n@mt.gov>; Abbõtt, Chris <Chrit.Abbott@mt.gov>; Allison, Robert
<RAIilson@mt.gov>; krger, Luke <Luke•.8e rge r@mt.gov>; Best, Elizabeth <EBest@mt.gov>; BrOwn, John
<1Brown3@mt.gov>; Brown, Stephen <Stephen.Brown@rntgov>; Christopher, Deborah <dchristopher@mt.gov>; Cuffe,
Matthew <Matthew.Cuffe@mtgovs; Cybulskt, David <dcyb ulski@mt.gov>; Davies, Colette <Colette.Davies@mt.gov>;
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.gov>; Deschamps, Dusty <ddescharnps@mt.gov>; Fehr, Jessica <Jessica.Fehr@ mt.gov>: •
Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbert@mt.gov>; Halligan, Leslie <LI-lalligan@mt.gov>; Harada, Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mt.govn
Harris, Donald <Donald.Rarris@rnt.gov>; Hayworth, Michael <MHayworth@mt.gov>; Judge Holly Brown
<hblopc@aspenproof.coms; Judge Mike Sabiagni <rnsalvagni@aol.com>; Knisely, Mani larte<MKnisety@mt.gov>;
Krueger, Kurt <kkr ueger@mt.gov>;•Kutz man, John <JKutzman@ mt.gov>; Larson, John <Johlarson@rnt.gov>; Lev ine,
Michele <Michel elevine@ mt.gov>; Lint,Jennifer <Jennifer.Lint@ znt.gov>; Manley, James <JManley@mt.gov>; Marks,
Jason <lason.Marks&mt.gov>; McElyea, Rienne <Wenn e.McElyea @rnt.gov>; McElyea, uss <RMcElyea@mt.gov>:
McMahon, Michael <Michael.McMahon@mt.gov>; Me nahan, Michae I <MMenahan@mt.gov>; Mosas, Michael
<MMoses@mt_gov>; Murnlon, Mckolas <NMurnion@mt.gov>: Ohm an, Peter <Peter.Ohman@mt.gov>; Oldenburg, Jon
<JOIdenburg@mt.govs; Olsort, Robert <ROlson3@mt.gov>; Parker; John <lohn.Parker@rat.gov>; Mager, Olivia
<Olivia.Rieger@mt.gov>; Seeley, Kathy <KSeeley@mt.gov>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnipesRulz@mt.gov>; Souza, Rodney
<RSouza@mt.gov>; Spaulding; Randal <rspaulding@mt.gov>; Todd, Gregory <GTod d@mt.gov>; Ulbricht, Heidi
<HUlbricht@Mt.gov>; Vannatta, Shane <Sh ane.Vannatta@mt.gov>; Walci, Matthew <NI att.Wa Id@ mt.gov>; Wh ela n, Bob
<Robert.Whelan@mt.gov>; Wilson, Dan <Dan le LWilsbn@mt.gov>
Subject: Re: S8140

I agree with Judges Recht and Laird.



FroYn: , Deschamps, Dusty
Sent Friday,lanuary, 29, 2021 1:52 PM
To: McLaughlin, Betty McGrath, Mike; Rice; Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Betty Shea, Jirn;

Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott Chri4 Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best
Elizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine Brown, John; Brow, Stephen; Christopher, Deboraly
Cuffe, Matthew Cybulski, David;Davles, Colette Dayton, Ray; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, Jessica;
Gilbert Brenda; Henget:, Leslie; Harada, Ashiey; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, Michael;
Judge Holiy Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni; Knisely, Mar) Jane Krueger, Kurt; Kulzrn an,
John; Laird, Yvonne L arson, ohrt Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Manley, James; Marks,
Jason; McElyee. Menne; McElyea, Russ; McMa hon, Michael; Menahan, Michae; Moses,
Michael; Murnion„ Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg, Jon; Olson, Robert parker; John;
'Recht HoWard; Ri eget, Olivia; Seeley; Katy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney;
Spaulding, RandatTodtt Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shane; Waid„ Matthew;
Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: RE: SB140

I oppose this bill. gpart from .being unconstitutional in violation of Mont. Const. Art. VII, §8f 2) which requires a
nomination commission, it rewires at least 70 days or more,ivhich is too long In so rne circumstances, and as others
have noted would Make thajudlcial selection process overtly political. As Judges Recht and Laird have pointed out, the
current process may need some reform, but this blll will not acco mplish that objective.

/-



Frorn: Lint Jennifer
Senb Friday, J anuary 29, 2021 3:57 PM
To: Recht, Howard; McLaughlin, 'Bettc McGrath Mik4 Rice, Jirn; McKinnoh Laurie; Baker,

Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Diric Gustafsoh Ingrid; Abbott, Chris;Allison Robert Berger,
Luke; Best Elizabeth Bid ega ray, Katherine; BroVvh Johr; Browh Stephen; Christopher,
Debora Cuffe, Matthew Cy buts ki, Davict ttCole• Dayton, Ray; Deschamps,
Dusty; Eddy, Amy Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada„ Ashley Harris,
Donald; Hayworth, Micha et Judge Holly Brown; JUdg e Mike Salvagns Knisetr, Man/Jane;
Krueger, kurt; Kutzmap, Johh Lahti, ,fvonng Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Manley,
James; Marks, Jasorr•McElyea, Menne; McEtrea, Russ; McMahoh Michael; Menahan,
Michael; Moses, Micha et Murnioh Nickolas; Ohmah Peter; Oldenburg, Joh Olsoh
Robert Parker, John; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Sot46, Rodney;
Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shan Wald, Matthew;
Whelah 'Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: RE: 56140

I oppose the Bill, but do not disagree that the, process can be Improved. I concur with the comments about the import
of citizen input, and loathe to place the power of review of potential judges in one person's hands.

Rowever, es someone who heard Some of the questioning of Judge.Recht In person, and then also reported to me by
completely appalled members of the local bar who sat in the hearings, many of the questions asked J udge Recht were
way out of bounds. Sounds like Judge Eddy suffere d the same. While I did not get posed offensive questions, many
were smarmy arid delivered•in a demeaningmanner. I also got many excellent, probative questions, and sound advice
(Judge John Brown saying, Yyou have to decide, are you prepared to do than. Bottom line ls the inappropriate,
baselass, offensive and argumentative.questicining came from the non-attorney and, non-judge members. Putting in for - ,
a judge position shouldn't be that you've now cortsentedto being a punching bag and insulted, and you just smile and
ta ke It.

(stepping offsoap box now)

Jennifer



From: ' Oldenburg, Jon
Sent Frid ay, J anuary 29,2021 6:16:PM '
To: Lint'Jennifer; Recht, Howarct McLaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim;IvIcKinnon.

Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbotk Chrig

Robert; Berger, Luke; Best.Efizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, John; Brown Stephen

Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew, Cybulski, D evict Davies, Colette; Daytón, Raw
Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada,
Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, Michael; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni;

Knisely, Mary Jang Krueger, Kurt Kutzm an, J ohn. Laird, Yvonne; Larson, Johrc Levine,

Michele; Manieydarnes; Marks, Jasorc McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ; McMahon,
Michael; Menahan Michael; Moses, Michael; Mumion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Olson
Robert;.Parker,John; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney; •
Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatia, Shang Wald, Matthew;
Whelan, Bob; Wilson Dan

Subject: RE: SB140

Having never, been ihrorigh the process, l must agree with those Judges that believe a through study is needed. l am
against centering the appointment without public input l am therefore against this 6ill These appointments cannot be
political

Sent from 1Norkspace ONE Boxer

ti



Frani: Krueger, Kurt
Sent. Sunday, January 31, 2021 338 PM
To: Brown, Johrt McLaughlin,' BettN McGrath, Mke; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth;

Shea,JIM! Sandefur, Dirk Gustafson, Ingrict Abbott Chris; Allison, Robert Berger, t,t4m;
Best, EItzabeth; Bidegaray,'Katherine; Brown, Stepherl Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe,
Matthew Cybuiski, Davict Davies, Cotette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy;
Fehr, Jessica;.Gilbert. Brenda; Halligan, Lesile; Harada, Ashley; Harris. Donalct Hayworth.
Michael; Judge Hotly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnt Kniseth Mary Jane; Kutzrnan, John:
LaIrd, Yvonn 4 Larson, John; Leirihe, Michele; Lint. Jennlfer; Manley, James; Ma rks,Jasor;
McElyea, Rlenne; N1cEtrea, Russ;.McMahon, Michael; Menahan, Michaet Moses, Mtchael;
Mu rnioh..Nickolas; Ohm an, Peter; Oldenburg, Jort qls on, Aobert Parker, Johrt Recht,
1-foward; Rleger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, ROdney; Spaulding,
Randal; T odd, Gregory; Ulbricht, H el di; Vannatta, Shane; Wald, Matthew. %Miele n, Bob;
Wilson, Pan

Subject: RE: arm

I amalso adamantly oppase thls

Kurt.Krueger
District Court Judge
•Butte, MT

Fram: Brown, John Brown3@mt.gov
Sent; Friciay,January 29, 2021 9:06 AM
To: McLaightin, Beth <bmclaughlin@mt.gov›; McGrath, Mike cm mcgrathgmt.gov>; Rice, Jim <jrice@mt.gov>;
McKinnon, Laurie <LMckinnon@mt.gov s; Baker, Beth <bpaker@rnt.gov>; Shea, Jim <11mShea@mtgov›; Sandefur, Dirk
<dsandefur@mtgov>; Gustafson, lAgrid <IGustafion@intgov>; Abbott, Chris <Chrls.Abbott@mt.gov>; Allison, Robert
<RAIGson@mt.gov>; Berger, Luke <Luka.Berger@mt.gov; Bestf.E1Izabeth <EBast@mtgovs; Bidega ray, Katherine
<kbidegaray@mt.gov; Brown, Stephen <Stej)hen.Brown@mt.go* ChristOp her, D ebo rah <dchristooher@mt.gpv>:
Cuffe, Matthew •cMatthew_Cuffe@mt.gov>; C\rbolski, David ‹citybuiski@mt.gov>: Davies, Colette
<Colette.Davies@mt.gov; Dayton, Ray<RDayton@mt.gorn Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamos@mt.gov:-; Eddy, Amy
<AEddy@mt.eov>; Fehr, Jessica,cJeSsice.Fehramt.eov>; Gilbert, Brenda <BGlibertramt.gov>; Halligan, Leslie
<LHalfigan@mt.gov>; Ha ra da,, Ashley <Ashley.Haradapmt.gov>; Harris, Donald <Donald.Harrlsgmt.gov>; Haworth,
Michael <MHayworth@rntgov>; Judge Ho lty Brown <hbbperaaspenproof.com;Judge Mlk aSalvag n1
cmsalvagnl@aol.com>; Knlsaly, Mary Jane <MKnIsely@mt.gov›; Krueger, Kurt <kkrueger@mt.gov>; Kutzm an, John
<JKuMmankamtgov>; Laird, Yvonne <YLaird@intgov>: Larson, John <johlarson@mtgovs; Levine, Michele
<Michele.Levine@mtgov›; lint; Jennifer <Jennifer.Lint@rnt.govn Manley, Jarnes <1M anley@mt.gbv; Marks, Jason
clason.Marks@mt.govs.; McElyea, Menne <Rienne.McElyea@mt.gov>;'McElyea, Russ <RMc Etv ea@ mt.gov); McMahon,
Michael <Michael.McMahon@mtgov>;. Manahan, Michael <MMenahen@mt.govs; Moses, Michael
<M Moses@ migov>; Murnion, Nickolas <Nlviu rrtion@mt.gov>; Oh man, Peter -cpeter.Ohman@mt-govn Oldenburg:Jon
<JOIdenbu rg@mt.govs; Olson, Robert <ROIson3@mt.govs; Perker, John <Jo hn.Parker@mtgov>: Recht Howard
<lioward.Recht@mt.gov>; Rleger, Olivia •<OIMa.Rieger@mt.gov>; Seeley, Kathy<KSeeley@mtgoi.*.; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydae
<KSnip es RuizOmt.gov>; Souza, Ro dr; ey<RSouza@mtgov>; Spaulding, Randal <rs pa uldin g@ mt .gov›; Todd, Gre,gory
<GTodd@mtgov›; Ulbricht, Heidi <HUlbricht@mt.gov; Vannatta, Shane <Shane.Vannatta@mt.gov>; Wald, Matthew



<Matt.,Wald@mt.gov>; Whelan, Bob <Robe rt.Whelanrimt.gov>; Wilson, Dan <Daniel.Wilson@mt.gov>

Subjects:RE: SB140

Beth, l definitely oppose this bill.

From: tVidaughlin, Beth <bmclauablinabmt.eov>
Sent: Friciay,January 29„ 20217/7 AM
To: McGrath, Mike <mmcerath0nIteCoV>; Rice, Jim <lriceemt.eov>; McKinnon, Laurie <LMcKi n no nOnit.eov>;. Baker,
Beth <bbaker@mt.eov>.; Shea, Jim .c.limSheat@mt.eov>; Sandefur, Dirk <ds a ndefur@mt.eov>; Gustafson, lnarld
<lGustafsanamt.eov>; Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbott ernt .S.V./>; Allison, Robert <RAllison@mt.aov>; Berger, Luke
<Luke.Bereeratmleovn Bast, Elizabeth <EBestemt.eov>; Bidegaray, Katherine <kbideeeravietrnt.eovn Brown, Joh n
.1Brown3Ornt.eav>; Brown., Stephen <Steohen.Brown@mt.eov>; Christopher, Deborah <dchristopheraimt.acv›; Cuffe,

'Matthew <Matthew.Cuffearnt.eov>; Cybuis ki, David <dcybul ski@mt.eov>; Davies, Colette <Colette.Daviesramt.eov>:
Dayton, Ray <RD avt oniamt.eov>; Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamosAmIt.eov>; Eddy, A my <AEcklvemt.eov>; Fehr,
Jessica <Jessica.Fehr@mt.eov>; Gilbert, Brenda <BGllbertOrmeov>; I-la filgan, Leslie <LI-la eanPnit.eav>; Harada,
Ashley <Ashlev.Haredadtmtsov>; Harris, Donald <Donald.1-larrisOrnt.eov>; I-layworth, Michael -cMHavworth@mt.eol..>;
Judge Holly Brown <hbboc@asoenoroof.com>; Judge Mike Satvagni <msalvaenifibaolcom>; Knlsely, lvtary Jane
<MKniseiv@mteov>; Krueger, Kurt <kkrueeertallht,t0v›; Kutzman, John clKutzm an Omt,eov>; Laird, Yvonne
<YLalrd@mt.eov>; La rson, John cjohlarsonabmt.eov>; Levine, Michele <Michelelevineernt.eov>; Lint, Jenn ler

enniferlint @mt: eovn Nianley, James <IMa nlevramt.eav>; Marks, Jason <lason.Marks@mt.effirn McElyea, Rianne
<Rienne.McEivea@mt.eov>; McElyea, Russ <RMcElvea0mt.e5v>; 6.4cMahori, Michael <Mich ael.McMahon@mt.eov>.;
rvienahan, Michael <MMenahanarot.eov>;Moses,.Michael<Mivioses@mt.eovn Murrilon, Nickolas
<NMurnlon*mt.eov>;.Ohman, Peter <Peter,Ohmanromt_aov>.; Oldenburg, Jon <JOldenburgiamt.aav>; Olson. Robert
<ROlson3Ornt.govs; Parker, John <John.Parkergamt.eov>; Recht, Howard <Howard.Recht@mt.eov>• Rleger, Olivl a
<Olivia.Rieeerramt.eov>; Seeley, Kathy <KSeelevMmt.eavs• Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <14SnioeiRuitemteovs; Souza, Rodney
<RSouza@mt.eov>; Spaulding, Randal <rsoauldine@mt.eov>; Todd, Gregory <GToddOrnt.eov>; Ulbricht, Heidi
rI-Timbrichtproteov>;Vannatta, Shane <SharieVannattefamt.eov>; Wald, Matthew <Matt.Waldramt.eov>; Whelan, So b
4Robert.Whelan@mtgov>; Wilson, Dan <Danlel.Wilson@rnt.gov>
Subject:sew

Folks,

Attached is a NI that Judge Todd hqs asked MJA to revlew and take a position on. Please take a look at it —sorry to do
this to you again but use the voting buttons (acceptf reject) on your toolbar. If you•can't find the voting button, Just
shoot me a note.

Thanks,

Beth McLaughlin
Supreme Court Administrator
406-341-7.956



Prom:
Sent
To:

Subject:

oppose.

RcrY.T. Yt&Ile
District J udge
3rd J udicial Distrid Court
800 S. Main
Anaconda, MT S971,1
406-5634044

Dayton, Ray
Monday,'February 1, 2021 7:01 AM
Olson, Robert; Whelan, Bob; McLaughlin, Betrt McGratth, Mike;.Rice Jim; McKinnon,
Laurie; Baker, Bettc Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dint Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris< Allison,
Robert; Berger, Luke0 est, Eitabettt Bidegaray, Katherine;Srovo, John; Brom, Stephen;
Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe; Matthew; Cybuls Id, David; Davies, Colette; Deschamps,.
Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, Jessicg Gilbert; Brenda; Halligan. teslie;.Harad a, Ashley Harris,
Donald; Hayworth, Micha et Judge Holly Brow; Judge Mike Salvagnt Knis0i, Mary Jane;
Krueger, Kurt Kutzman, John; Laird, Yvonne Larson, John; Levine. Michele; Lint, Jennifer;
Manley,Jam es;,Marks, Jasort.McElyea, RI enne; McElyea, Russ; McMahon, Micha et
M en aharl. Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnlori, Nickolas; Ohm an, Peter; Oldenburg, Jon;
Parker, !eh 4.Recht, Howard; RI eger, 01110; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Soma,
Rodney; Spaulding Randat TO dd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heldt Vannatta, Shane; Wald,
:Matthew, WilS al. Dan
'RE: SB140

e—



Sent
To:

Subject:

Gilbert Brenda
Monday, February 1, 2021 1035 AM
McLaughlin, Bat; McGrath, Mike; Rice,Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Stiea, Jim;
Sa nd efur,,Dirk; Gustafson, ingrici:Abbott Chrig Allison, Robert Berger, Luke; Best -
Elizabitit Bidegaray, Katherinq Browr; John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deboraly
Cuffe, Matthew Cybulski, David; Davies, Colett Dayton, Ray;• Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy,
Amy; Fehr, Jessica; Halligan, Leslie; Hera da, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Haywo rth, 'Micha et;
Judge Holy Browry Judge Mike Salyagni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; Kutzmen,
John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, Johrv Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; ManIey, Jam es; Marks,
Jason; McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; Mena hen, Micilael; Moses,
Michael;.Mutnion, Nickolas; Ohman„ Peter; Oldenburg, Jon; Olson, Robert Parker, John;
Recht,,Floward; Rieger, Olivia;.Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney; ,
Spaulding, Randal; Todd. Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shang Wald, lvlatthev.c
Whelan,'Bo b;Wlson, 'Dan .
RE: 5B140

Bah, l arn apposed to thls bill. Brenda

(



FroM: Murnion, Nickolas
Sent Monday, Februaryl, 2021 10:39 AM
To; McLaughlin, Bettc McGrath, Mike; Rice; lint McKinnon, Laurie; Biker, Beth; Shea, Jim;

Sandefur, Uric Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Rpbert Berger, Luke; BeA
Elizabeth; Bid e6ray, Katherin4 Brow, JOhn; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah;
Cuffe, Matthew Cybutsid, David; Davies, Colett Dayton, gay; Des ch-aMps, Dusty; Eddy,
Amy; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Ha lEgan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald;
Hayworth, NIichaet Judge Holly Brown;Judge Mike Salvagnt Knise, Mary Jane;
Krueger, Kurt Kutzman, Johrv Laird, Yvonn4 Larson, John; Levinei Michele; Lintdennifet

-Manley, Jain e4 Marks, Jason; McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Rus McMahon, Michaet
Menahari, Michael; Moses, Michael; Ohrn an; Petet Oldenburg, Jon; Mori Robert;
Parker, Johry Recht, Howard; Rieger,,OEVia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza,
Rodney; Spaulding, Randat Todd, Gregonx Ulbricht, Heidt Vannatta, Shane; Wald,
Matthew, Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: RE: SB140.

I also adamantly oppose.


